
 
 1 

CHAPTER 90:  ANIMAL REGULATIONS 
 
 
Section 
 

90.01 Compliance required 
90.02 Running at large prohibited 
90.03 License required; application 
90.04 Properly displayed tags required 
90.05 Vaccination against rabies 
90.06 Dog nuisances 
90.07 Quarantine of certain dogs 
90.08 Control of feces 
90.09 Dangerous animals 
90.10 Dangerous animal requirements 
90.11 Impounding 
90.12 Release of dog from designated pound 
90.13 Keeping of non-domesticated animals prohibited 

Cross-reference: 
Animals in parks, see ' 91.01 

 
 
' 90.01  COMPLIANCE REQUIRED. 
 

No dog, male or female, shall be owned or kept by any person or persons, company or corporation 
within the limits of the city unless the owner or owners of the same or the person or persons who 
harbor the same comply with the provisions of this chapter. 
(Ord. 164A, passed - -89)  Penalty, see ' 10.99 
 
 
' 90.02  RUNNING AT LARGE PROHIBITED. 
 

It shall be unlawful for the dog of any person who owns, harbors, or keeps a dog, to run at large. A 
person, who owns, harbors, or keeps a dog which runs at large shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Dogs 
on a leash and accompanied by a responsible person or accompanied by and under the control and 
direction of a responsible person, so as to be effectively restrained by command as by leash, shall be 
permitted in streets or on public land unless the city has posted an area with signs reading ADogs 
Prohibited.@ 
(Ord. 164A, passed - -89)  Penalty, see ' 10.99 
 
 
' 90.03  LICENSE REQUIRED; APPLICATION. 
 

(A) It is unlawful for any person or other possessor of a dog over six months of age to fail to 
obtain a proper city license therefor.  It shall be the duty of the owner or possessor of a dog to obtain a 
license immediately on acquiring the animal.  The owner of any dog picked up by the city without 
license shall be subject to a penalty. 
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(B) The owner or persons harboring any dog or dogs within the city limits in each year on the 15th 

day of April shall pay as a license fee thereof to the City Administrator the sum of $5 annually for each 
dog or other amount as may be established by City Council resolution.  The City Administrator, upon 
receipt of the fee, shall issue to the person or persons paying the fee a written receipt therefor, 
specifying the name, color, sex and breed of the dog for which the fee has been paid.  The City 
Administrator shall also furnish to the person tendering the fee a metallic place with a number thereon, 
together with the year for which the tag is issued and valid, and the tag is to be affixed on the collar 
above the dog=s neck.  The City Administrator shall keep a record of all dog fees received and tags 
issued with the name of the person to whom it was issued. 
(Ord. 164A, passed - -89)  Penalty, see ' 10.99 
 
 
' 90.04  PROPERLY DISPLAYED TAGS REQUIRED. 
 

All licensed dogs shall wear a collar and have a license, along with proof of current rabies 
vaccination, firmly affixed to the collar. 
(Ord. 164A, passed - -89) 
 
 
' 90.05  VACCINATION AGAINST RABIES. 
 

All dogs shall be vaccinated against rabies by a veterinarian duly licensed in the state.  It is the 
duty of the owner of the animal to keep inoculations current.  Any owner of a dog found not to have 
current rabies vaccination shall be in violation of this chapter and subject to a petty misdemeanor. 
(Ord. 164A, passed - -89)  Penalty, see ' 10.99 
 
 
' 90.06  DOG NUISANCES. 
 

The owner or custodian of any dog shall prevent the dog from committing any of the following 
nuisances: habitually barking, frequenting school grounds and parks, chasing vehicles, molesting or 
annoying any person away from the property of his or her owner or custodian, or to damage, defile or 
destroy public or private property.  Habitual barking shall be defined as barking for repeated intervals 
of at least five minutes with less than one minute of interruption.  The barking must also be audible off 
of the owner=s or caretaker=s premises. Failure of the owner or custodian to prevent the dog from 
committing any of these nuisances is in violation of this chapter. 
(Ord. 164A, passed - -89)  Penalty, see ' 10.99 
 
' 90.07  QUARANTINE OF CERTAIN DOGS. 
 

Any dog which bites a person shall be quarantined for at least ten days by the Animal Warden at 
the designated city pound at the owner=s expense. 
(Ord. 164A, passed - -89) 
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' 90.08  CONTROL OF FECES. 
 

It is unlawful for any owner or custodian of a dog to allow the animal to drop and leave feces on 
any public or private property within the city. 
(Ord. 164A, passed - -89)  Penalty, see ' 10.99 
 
 
' 90.09  DANGEROUS ANIMALS. 
 

(A) Attack by an animal.  It shall be unlawful for any person=s animal to inflict or attempt to 
inflict bodily injury to any person or other animal whether or not the owner is present. This section 
shall not apply to an attack by a dog under the control of an on-duty law enforcement officer or to an 
attack upon an uninvited intruder who has entered the owner=s home with criminal intent. 
 

(B) Destruction of dangerous animal.  The Animal Control Officer shall have the authority to 
order the destruction of dangerous animals in accordance with the terms established by this chapter. 
 

(C) Definitions.  For the purpose of this division, the following definitions shall apply unless the 
context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning. 
 

DANGEROUS ANIMAL.  An animal which has:  
 

(a) Caused bodily injury or disfigurement to any person on public or private property; 
 

(b) Engaged in any attack on any person under circumstances which would indicate 
danger to personal safety; 
 

(c) Exhibited unusually aggressive behavior, such as an attack on another animal; 
 

(d) Bitten one or more persons on two or more occasions; or  
 

(e) Been found to be potentially dangerous and/or the owner has personal knowledge of 
the same, the animal aggressively bites, attacks, or endangers the safety of humans or domestic 
animals.  
 

POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS ANIMAL.  An animal which has:  
 

(a) Bitten a human or a domestic animal on public or private property; 
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(b) When unprovoked, chased or approached a person upon the streets, sidewalks, or any 
public property in an apparent attitude of attack; or  
 

(c) Has engaged in unprovoked attacks causing injury or otherwise threatening the safety 
of humans or domestic animals. 
 

PROPER ENCLOSURE.  Securely confined indoors or in a securely locked pen or structure 
suitable to prevent the animal from escaping and to provide protection for the animal from the 
elements. A proper enclosure does not include a porch, patio, or any part of a house, garage, or other 
structure that would allow the animal to exit of its own volition, or any house or structure in which 
windows are open or in which door or window screens are the only barriers which prevent the animal 
from exiting. The enclosure shall not allow the egress of the animal in any manner without human 
assistance. A pen or kennel shall meet the following minimum specifications:  
 

(a) Have a minimum overall floor size of 32 square feet.  
 

(b) Sidewalls shall have a minimum height of five feet and be constructed of 11-gauge or 
heavier wire. Openings in the wire shall not exceed two inches, support posts shall be 13-inch or larger 
steel pipe buried in the ground 18 inches or more. When a concrete floor is not provided, the sidewalls 
shall be buried a minimum of 18 inches in the ground.  
 

(c) A cover over the entire pen or kennel shall be provided. The cover shall be 
constructed of the same gauge wire or heavier as the sidewalls and shall also have no openings in the 
wire greater than two inches.  
 

(d) An entrance/exit gate shall be provided and be constructed of the same material as 
the sidewalls and shall also have no openings in the wire greater than two inches. The gate shall be 
equipped with a device capable of being locked and shall be locked at all times when the animal is in 
the pen or kennel.  
 

UNPROVOKED. The condition in which the animal is not purposely excited, stimulated, 
agitated or disturbed.  
 

(D) Designation as potentially dangerous animal. The Animal Control Officer shall designate any 
animal as a potentially dangerous animal upon receiving evidence that the potentially dangerous animal 
has, when unprovoked, then bitten, attacked, or threatened the safety of a person or a domestic animal 
as stated in division (C)(2). When an animal is declared potentially dangerous, the Animal Control 
Officer shall cause one owner of the potentially dangerous animal to be notified in writing that the 
animal is potentially dangerous.  
 

(E) Evidence justifying designation. The Animal Control Officer shall have the authority to 
designate any animal as a dangerous animal upon receiving evidence of the following:  
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(1) That the animal has, when unprovoked, bitten, attacked, or threatened the safety of a 
person or domestic animal as stated in division (C)(1).  
 

(2) That the animal has been declared potentially dangerous and the animal has then bitten, 
attacked, or threatened the safety of a person or domestic animal as stated in division (C)(1).  
 

(F) Authority to order destruction. The Animal Control Officer, upon finding that an animal is 
dangerous hereunder, is authorized to order, as part of the disposition of the case, that the animal be 
destroyed based on a written order containing one or more of the following findings of fact:  
 

(1) The animal is dangerous as demonstrated by a vicious attack, an unprovoked attack, an 
attack without warning or multiple attacks; or  
 

(2) The owner of the animal has demonstrated an inability or unwillingness to control the 
animal in order to prevent injury to persons or other animals.  
 

(G) Procedure. The Animal Control Officer, after having determined that an animal is dangerous, 
may proceed in the following manner:   The Animal Control Officer shall cause one owner of the 
animal to be notified in writing or in person that the animal is dangerous and may order the animal 
seized or make orders as deemed proper. This owner shall be notified as to dates, times, places and 
parties bitten, and shall be given 14 days to appeal this order by requesting a hearing before the City 
Council for a review of this determination.  
 

(1) If no appeal is filed, the orders issued will stand or the Animal Control Officer may order 
the animal destroyed.  
 

(2) If an owner requests a hearing for determination as to the dangerous nature of the animal, 
the hearing shall be held before the City Council, which shall set a date for hearing not more than three 
weeks after demand for the hearing. The records of the Animal Control or City Clerk=s office shall be 
admissible for consideration by the Animal Control Officer without further foundation. After 
considering all evidence pertaining to the temperament of the animal, the City Council shall make an 
order as it deems proper. The City Council may order that the Animal Control Officer take the animal 
into custody for destruction, if the animal is not currently in custody. If the animal is ordered into 
custody for destruction, the owner shall immediately make the animal available to the Animal Control 
Officer. 
 

(3) No person  shall harbor an animal after it has been found by to be dangerous and ordered 
into custody for destruction. 
 

(H) Stopping an attack. If any police officer or Animal Control Officer is witness to an attack by 
an animal upon a person or another animal, the officer may take whatever means the officer deems 
appropriate to bring the attack to an end and prevent further injury to the victim.  
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(I) Notification of new address. The owner of an animal which has been identified as dangerous 
or potentially dangerous shall notify the Animal Control Officer in writing if the animal is to be 
relocated from its current address or given or sold to another person. The notification shall be given in 
writing at least 14 days prior to the relocation or transfer of ownership. The notification shall include 
the current owner=s name and address, the relocation address, and the name of the new owner, if any.  
Penalty, see ' 10.99 
 
 
' 90.10  DANGEROUS ANIMAL REQUIREMENTS. 
 

(A) Requirements. If the City Council does not order the destruction of an animal that has been 
declared dangerous, the City Council may, as an alternative, order any or all of the following:  
 

(1) That the owner provide and maintain a proper enclosure for the dangerous animal as 
specified in ' 90.09(C)(3); 
 

(2) Post the front and the rear of the premises with clearly visible warning signs, including a 
warning symbol to inform children, that there is a dangerous animal on the property as specified in 
M.S. ' 347.51 as it may be amended from time to time; 
 

(3) Provide and show proof annually of public liability insurance in the minimum amount of 
$300,000; 
 

(4) If the animal is a dog and is outside the proper enclosure, the dog must be muzzled and 
restrained by a substantial chain or leash (not to exceed six feet in length) and under the physical 
restraint of a person 16 years of age or older. The muzzle must be of a design as to prevent the dog 
from biting any person or animal, but will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or 
respiration; 
 

(5) If the animal is a dog, it must have an easily identifiable, standardized tag identifying the 
dog as dangerous affixed to its collar at all times as specified in M.S. ' 347.51 as it may be amended 
from time to time; 
 

(6) All animals deemed dangerous by the Animal Control Officer shall be registered with the 
county in which this city is located within 14 days after the date the animal was so deemed and provide 
satisfactory proof thereof to the Animal Control Officer.  
 

(7) If the animal is a dog, the dog must be licensed and up to date on rabies vaccination. If 
the animal is a cat or ferret, it must be up to date with rabies vaccination.  
 

(B) Seizure. The Animal Control Officer shall immediately seize any dangerous animal if the 
owner does not meet each of the above requirements within 14 days after the date notice is sent to the 
owner that the animal is dangerous. Seizure may be appealed to district court by serving a summons 
and petition upon the city and filing it with the district court.  
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(C) Reclaiming animals. A dangerous animal seized under division (B) above  may be reclaimed 
by the owner of the animal upon payment of impounding and boarding fees and presenting proof to 
animal control that each of the requirements under division (B) above is fulfilled. An animal not 
reclaimed under this section within 14 days may be disposed of as provided under ' 90.09(F), and the 
owner is liable to the city for costs incurred in confining and impounding the animal.  
 

(D) Subsequent offenses. If an owner of an animal has subsequently violated the provisions under 
' 90.09 with the same animal, the animal must be seized by animal control. The owner may request a 
hearing as defined in ' 90.09(F). If the owner is found to have violated the provisions for which the 
animal was seized, the Animal Control Officer shall order the animal destroyed in a proper and humane 
manner and the owner shall pay the costs of confining the animal. If the person is found not to have 
violated the provisions for which the animal was seized, the owner may reclaim the animal under the 
provisions of division (C) above. If the animal is not yet reclaimed by the owner within 14 days after 
the date the owner is notified that the animal may be reclaimed, the animal may be disposed of as 
provided under ' 90.09(F) and the owner is liable to the animal control for the costs incurred in 
confining, impounding and disposing of the animal.  
 
 
' 90.11  IMPOUNDING. 
 

Any dog found in the city without a tag or running at large shall be placed in the city pound.  Any 
dog found in violation of this chapter may be impounded.  All animals conveyed to the pound shall be 
kept, with humane treatment and sufficient food and water for their comfort, at least five regular 
business days, unless the animal is a dangerous animal as defined under ' 90.09 in which case it shall 
be kept for seven regular business days or the times specified in ' 90.09, and except if the animal is a 
cruelly-treated animal in which case it shall be kept for ten regular business days, unless sooner 
reclaimed by their owners or keepers as provided by this section. In case the owner or keeper shall 
desire to reclaim the animal from the pound, the following shall be required, unless otherwise provided 
for in this code or established from time to time by resolution of the City Council.  Any dog which is 
not claimed within five days after impounding may be sold to anyone desiring to purchase the dog.  If 
unclaimed, the animal will be humanely destroyed and the carcass disposed of unless it is requested by 
a licensed educational or scientific institution under authority of M.S. ' 35.71, as it may be amended 
from time to time. 
(Ord. 164A, passed - -89) 
 
 
' 90.12  RELEASE OF DOG FROM DESIGNATED POUND. 
 

Dogs shall be released to their owners or persons previously in possession of them upon a sworn 
statement of ownership, proof that a license has been issued for the impounded animal, proof that 
rabies inoculation is current, and payment of impounding fees. 
(Ord. 164A, passed - -89) 
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' 90.13  KEEPING OF NON-DOMESTICATED ANIMALS PROHIBITED. 
 

(A) For the purpose of this chapter, the following definition shall apply unless the 
context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning. 
 

NON-DOMESTICATED ANIMAL.  Any wild animal, reptile or fowl which is 
not naturally tame or gentle but is of a wild nature or disposition and which, because of 
its size, vicious nature or other characteristics would constitute a danger to human life or 
property. 
 

(B) No person shall keep, maintain or harbor within the city any of the following 
animals: 
 

(1) Any animal or species prohibited by state or federal law; and/or 
 

(2) Any non-domesticated animal or species, including but not limited to the 
following: 
 

(a) Any skunk, whether captured in the wild, domestically raised, 
descented or not descented, vaccinated against rabies or not vaccinated against rabies; 
 

(b) Any large cat of the family Felidae such as lions, tigers, jaguars, 
leopards, cougars and ocelots, except commonly accepted domesticated house cats; 
 

(c) Any member of the family Canidae, such as wolves, foxes, coyotes, 
dingos and jackals, except domesticated dogs; 
 

(d) Any crossbreed such as the crossbreeds between dogs and coyotes or 
dogs and wolves, but does not include crossbred domesticated animals; 
 

(e) Any poisonous pit viper such as a rattlesnake, coral snake, water 
moccasin or cobra; 
 

(f) Any raccoon; 
 

(g) Any ferret; 
 

(h) Any other animal which is not listed explicitly above, but which can be 
reasonably defined as prohibited by the terms of this subchapter, including bears and 
badgers. 
(Ord. 164A, passed - -89)  Penalty, see ' 10.99 
 
 

 


