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AGENDA ITEM: 3A 
      
 
 

NEW PRAGUE UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 MEETING MINUTES 

4/20/09 
 
The regular meeting of the New Prague Utilities Commission was held on April 20th, 2009, at 
3:30 p.m., at 118 Central Avenue North, New Prague, MN  56071. 
 
PRESENT:  Commissioners Chuck Wann, Dan Bishop, Richard Jordan, Mark Bartusek, and Jon 

Bergquist. 
OTHERS PRESENT: Public Works Director Dennis Seurer, and Administrative Service 

Coordinator Patty Solheid, Andrew Splinter of Abdo, Eick and Meyers 
ABSENT: None 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by President Wann on  
April 20th, 2009, at 3:30 p.m. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Motion made by Commissioner Jordan to approve agenda 

as presented.  Second by Commissioner Bergquist.  Motion carried. 
 

3. MEETING MINUTES:  Motion by Commissioner Bergquist to approve March 9th, 
2009, meeting minutes.  Second by Commissioner Bishop.  Motion carried. 

  
4. UTILITY & SMMPA BILLS:  Motion by Commissioner Jordan to approve claims for 

payment in the amount of $242,295.22 and SMMPA claim of payment in the amount of 
$364,696.48. Second by Commissioner Bishop.  Motion carried. 

 
5. FINANCIAL REPORTS A – C:   

A. Investment Report
B. 

 – The Investment Report was presented for review and approval. 
Financial Report

C. 
 – The Financial Report was presented for review and approval. 

Kilowatt & Water Sales

Motion by Commissioner Bergquist to accept the Investment and Financial Reports as 
presented.  Second by Bishop.  Motion carried. 

 – The kilowatt and water sales were reviewed.  No action 
needed. 

 
6. 2008 YEAR END AUDIT REPORT:  Andrew Splinter of Abdo, Eick and Meyers 

reviewed with the Commission the 2008 Year End Audit Report for the Electric and 
Water Departments.  After a discussion a motion was made by Commissioner Bartusek, 
seconded by Commissioner Bishop to accept the 2008 Year End Audit Report as 
presented.  Motion carried. 
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7. UTILITY BILL DESIGN:  Patty Solheid presented options for the Commission’s 
consideration that would be available for the design of the Utility Bills.  After a 
discussion it was the consensus of the Commission to move forward with the design 
presented.    

 
8. SMMPA BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETING MARCH 11th, 2009:  Seurer 

presented minutes from the March 11th, 2009, SMMPA Board of Directors meeting.  No 
action needed. 

 
9. SMMPA BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEETING APRIL 8th, 2009:  Seurer presented 

business that was discussed at the April 8th, 2009, SMMPA Board of Directors meeting.  
No action needed. 

 
10. POWER SALES CONTRACT EXTENSION:  The Commission discussed the need to 

hold a workshop session with City Council and SMMPA staff to consider the request 
from SMMPA to extend the Power Sales Contract an additional 20 years.  After the 
discussion it was the consensus of the Commission to hold a workshop session at City 
Hall on May 18th at 6 pm.  Also discussed was a draft scope of services from R.W. Beck 
that would assist a group of SMMPA members in analyzing the proposed contract 
extension.  After a discussion a motion was made by Commissioner Bishop, seconded by 
Commissioner Bartusek authorizing the New Prague Utilities to participate in the study at 
a not to exceed cost of $4,000.  Motion carried. 

.  
11. SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM:  The Commission reviewed the four essays that were 

submitted for consideration of the Utility’s scholarship program.  After a discussion a motion 
was made by Commissioner Jordan, seconded by Commissioner Bishop to select essay #3 as 
the winner.  Motion carried.  Dennis Seurer informed the Commission that essay #3 was 
submitted by Emily Skaja.  Her essay will be forwarded to MMUA for further consideration 
at the statewide contest. 

 
12. RATE COMPARISION STUDY:  The Commission reviewed Electric and Water Rate 

Comparison Study that was conducted by Owatonna Utilities. 
 

13. DRINKING WATER CONSUMER CONFIDENCE REPORT:  The Commission 
reviewed the Drinking Water Consumer Confidence Report that will be published in The 
New Prague Times and will also be available for customer viewing on the Utility’s web 
site.  

 
14. OPERATIONS REPORT:  Seurer reported the following information: 

 
1. Staff is working with SMMPA to update the generation permit from a registration C 

permit to new Synthetic Minor permit which will allow the Utility to have 
approximately 875 annual hours of run time. 

2. Reviewed the SMMPA Weighted Vote calculations for 2009. 
3. The Utility will be participating in the City Wide cleanup by collecting residential 

fluorescent light bulbs free of charge and will start collecting residential CFL bulbs at 
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City Hall.  The Utility is also participating with Scott County in collecting and 
properly disposing of Commercial Customer’s Fluorescent bulbs. 

 
 

With no further business, a motion by Bishop to adjourn the meeting at 4:55 p.m.  Second by 
Jordan.  Motion carried.  

 
Attested: 
 
Dennis Seurer  
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