
Page 1 of 6 
New Prague Park Board Meeting Minutes 
December 13, 2005 
 
 

 

 Meeting Minutes 
New Prague Park Board 

Tuesday, December 13, 2005 
6:30 PM 

 
1.  Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:32 PM.  Members Present were Kay Wilcox, Gary 
Meyer, Jim Westall, J.C. Ingebrand, Matthew Eldred, and Kristin Guerrette.  Members 
absent were Kelly Mamer and Dominic McConnell.  Staff present was Ken Ondich – 
City Planner. 
 
2.  Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Meyer, seconded by Westall to approve the October 11, 2005 
meeting minutes, which passed (4-0-1 with Wilcox abstaining and Mamer and 
McConnell absent). 
 
3.  Review Financial Reports 
 
Planner Ondich presented the Financial Reports.  He noted that the money added to the 
Park Equipment Fund from building permits was the lowest total since February.  He also 
noted that three expenses which had been authorized earlier in the year had finally been 
accounted for on the Financial Summary. 
 
Kay Wilcox noted that only 10 months of payments are available in the Park Property 
Acquisition Fund for the Athletic Complex Land. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that he would look into the matter. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that she would like historic yearly totals placed into the Park 
Equipment Fund presented at next months meeting. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that he would have the information available at the next meeting. 
 
A motion was made by Wilcox, seconded by Meyer to accept the Financial Reports, 
which passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
4.  Sliding Hill Skate Park – Plans and Specifications Costs and Authorize Purchase 
of Skate Park Equipment from TrueRide 
 
Planner Ondich presented the revised layout of the Sliding Hill Skate Park project.  He 
presented the revised grading plan as well as a revised site layout showing proposed and 
future facilities in the park. 
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Planner Ondich presented two proposals for the completion of plans and specifications 
and assistance with the bidding process for the Sliding Hill Skate Park project.  He stated 
that there were two proposals because the original proposal had been amended to reflect a 
$2,745 reduction in the proposed cost.  He recommended that the Park Board authorize 
the completion of the plans in the amount of $9,255 because he felt the costs were 
justified based on the work needed to prepare the documents for use in the competitive 
bidding process. 
 
Planner Ondich presented the final revised quote for the skate park equipment to be 
purchased from TrueRide.  He noted that he had also obtained a quote from Flanagan 
Sales for similar equipment, but which did not meet the specifications needed for the 
project.  He recommended that the Park Board authorize the purchase of the skate park 
equipment in the amount of $31,464.81. 
 
Jim Westall asked if we had the money available to pay for the equipment. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that there was plenty of money to cover the skate park equipment 
at this time and also noted that TrueRide was only looking for a down payment now with 
the full payment due after completion. 
 
A motion was made by Westall to authorize up to 50% of the cost of the skate park 
equipment at this time for the down payment needed to order the equipment, seconded by 
Meyer, which passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
The Park Board reviewed the Plans and Specifications Quotes from Bonestroo. 
 
Planner Ondich indicated that staff was comfortable with the quote in the amount of 
$9,255 and felt that the cost was justified. 
 
A motion was made by Meyer to authorize $9,255 from the 2005 and 2006 Park Board 
Budget for the Preparation of Plans and Specifications for the Sliding Hills Skate Park 
Grant Project, seconded by Wilcox, which passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
Planner Ondich noted a couple of concerns with the site plan.  He first indicated that the 
site of the hockey rink area should be a minimum of 85’ x 200’ in order to accommodate 
an NHL standard size rink and that there was room on the site to have the area be 100’ x 
200’. 
 
The Park Board indicated that they would like to increase the hockey rink size to 100’ x 
200’. 
 
Planner Ondich also indicated that park standards recommend that outdoor hockey rinks 
be oriented north to south along the long dimension.  He stated that according to Bob 
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Barth from Bonestroo that the current east to west orientation is fine as long as the rink is 
only used for winter sports, but that if summer use such as roller hockey is ever planned 
for the rink that it should be oriented north to south. 
 
Kay Wilcox asked what would be involved in changing the rink orientation and how it 
would affect the site.   
 
Planner Ondich indicated that Mr. Barth said it could require significantly more dirt work 
to cut into the side of the hill or could end up with the hockey rink located quite a bit 
south of the ice skating rink which could be awkward or interfere with the sliding hill. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that staff should look into having both rinks oriented north to south in 
order to have maximum summer and winter usability as long as it does not cost any extra 
money. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that he would research with Bonestroo if both rinks or just the 
hockey rink could be oriented north to south for no additional cost as long as it won’t 
interfere with the sliding hill. 
 
5.  Discussion regarding Greenway Trail and Comprehensive Trail Plan 
 
Planner Ondich presented information about the Greenway Trail from the Comprehensive 
Plan including the Greenway Trail Plan Map from the Comprehensive Plan.  He also 
included history of the Greenway Trail as given to the Park Board as last month’s 
unofficial meeting.  He recommended that the Park Board discuss the future of the 
Greenway Trail System and recommend to the Planning Commission and City Council 
what the future of the Greenway Trail System should be.  He handed out a summary of 
the informal discussion that took place between the members that were present at the 
non-official November Park Board Meeting. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that she would see the Greenway Trail being a combination of street 
side trails and links off the street side trails leading to City Parks which would include 
backyard trail connections.  She noted that she would like to petition the City Council to 
utilize the City’s sidewalk fund to pay for paving sections of the greenway trail system 
because it is too big of an expense for the Park Board to handle by itself. 
 
A motion was made by Wilcox to recommend that the Greenway Trail System be a 
combination of street side and backyard trails that will link the City’s Parks together and 
that the City should utilize money from the sidewalk fund to assist in paving portions of 
the Greenway Trail System and also that the Settler’s Park Parking Lot be included in the 
plan set for the Sliding Hill Skate Park Project with the City Council funding the Settlers 
Park Parking Lot, seconded by Meyer, which passed unanimously (5-0). 
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6.  Park Land in Raven Stream Village:  Lease to New Prague Area Schools 
 
Planner Ondich stated that the City and School District have verbally agreed to having 
the School District lease the 5.9 acre park adjacent to the new elementary school in the 
Raven Stream Village Development and that the school district will construct and 
maintain the park as well.  He stated that the park would be open for general public use 
during non-school hours. 
 
Gary Meyer indicated that he was fine with the 99 year lease term and maintenance 
agreement. 
 
Kay Wilcox noted that it might be forgotten that the park area is owned by the City after 
a few years because it is directly adjacent to land owned by the school. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that the title of the land will remain in the name of the City when 
anyone does a property search on the land. 
 
Jim Westall stated that he was concerned with not being able to smoke or drink on the 
park property because those activities are not allowed on the School’s property.  He 
added that with possible softball tournaments at the fields that this would be an option to 
have available. 
 
Gary Meyer stated that the fields will be on City owned land so he doesn’t see an issue 
with being able to smoke or drink at the fields, with City permission.  He also noted that 
the fields were not intended as adult softball fields, but rather for younger age groups. 
 
Jim Westall stated that he would like clarification on whether smoking and drinking will 
be allowed on the City owned park land and fields despite the lease with the School 
District. 
 
A motion was made by Wilcox to recommend that the City Council approve a 99-year 
lease term with the New Prague Area School District to construct and maintain the park 
facilities on the 5.9 acre City Park located adjacent to the Elementary School site in 
Raven Stream Village 1st Addition with a clarification made about whether smoking and 
drinking would be allowable activities on the City owned land, seconded by Westall, 
which passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
7.  Philipp’s Park Plaza – New Prague Sesquicentennial 
 
Planner Ondich presented a concept drawing of a redesign for Philipp’s Park created by 
Tom Makousky at MnDOT as well as a concept drawing of a sitting wall area which 
could be part of a plaza in Philipp’s Park at the NE corner of Highway 19 and Highway 
21.  He stated that Kay Wilcox had suggested the idea of having the plaza project for 
Philipp’s Park tied into New Prague’s Sesquicentennial next year and that bricks could 
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possibly be sold to help pay for the improvements.  He also noted that the Park Board has 
already authorized $1,000.00 from the 2005 Park Board Budget to pay for improvements 
to the park in conjunction with the MnDOT Community Partnership Program. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that a plaza project in Philipp’s Park would provide a good balance 
with the Brahna on the east side of town and would be a permanent project that could 
commemorate the City’s sesquicentennial celebration.  She stated that she would like 
some more input from MnDOT on projected costs for the plaza project before the City 
Council is asked to participate.  She suggested the idea of selling bricks to help pay for 
the project and specifically a sitting wall or plaza floor.  She stated that bricks were sold 
for $25.00 a piece to raise money for the Brahna project. 
 
Matt Eldred recommended that Tom Makousky from MnDOT be asked if he has any 
alternate ideas to raise money for the project but different than the idea to sell bricks. 
 
Gary Meyer suggested that a time capsule could be placed in the sitting wall or plaza area 
of the project. 
 
8.  Heritage Park Development Initial Discussion 
 
Planner Ondich presented a map of Heritage Park as it exists today along with a detail of 
the grading plan for the park associated with the Heritage Estates 11th Addition project.  
He also presented a map showing the service area of the park which shows 187 lots 
currently platted within ¼ mile of the park.  He noted that roughly half the area within the 
service area is currently agricultural land and that a potential 187 more lots could be 
located in that area if platted similarly to the existing lot layout.  He noted that money 
may be available by the fall of 2006 for the project but that the priority for the year is to 
complete the sliding hill skate park project. 
 
J.C. Ingebrand stated that he did not see the need to have the greenway trail cross at the 
intersection of Bohemia Street and Lexington Avenue as shown in the site map and that it 
would cross the road just like it does on Philipp Parkway. 
 
Gary Meyer stated that he agreed with Mr. Ingebrand. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that it was highly recommended by Planner Christianson that the 
Greenway cross at the intersection. 
 
Planner Ondich added that the Park Board authorized the Greenway Trail to cross at the 
intersection a few months ago and that the design was in the plans for Heritage Estates 
11th Addition. 
 



J.C. Ingebrand stated that he would like to see a picnic shelter in the park along with 
some seating areas.  He added that the picnic shelter could even be a smaller six sided 
structure located between the Basketball Court and possible future playground structure. 
 
Gary Meyer asked about parking cars for the park along Bohemia Street east of 
Lexington Ave. N. in the unpaved area. 
 
Kristin Guerrette stated that the equipment installed at the park should be adequate for the 
entire service area, including the undeveloped land on the Bisek property so that it 
doesn’t have to be added onto later. 
 
Kay Wilcox recommended that a neighborhood meeting be set up in the fall or winter of 
2006 to gather input from area residents on what they would like to see in the park. 
 
9.  Miscellaneous – 
 
 A.  Planner Ondich presented an article titled “Why Small Parks Matter”. 
 B.  Kay Wilcox stated that she had been informed of an injury at the sliding hill 
       Because of rough land and lumps of dirt left over from the farming of the  
       land on the sliding hill. 
 
10.  Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Wilcox, seconded by J.C. Ingebrand to adjourn at 7:50 p.m., 
which passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Ken Ondich 
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