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Meeting Minutes 
New Prague Park Board 
Tuesday, May 17, 2005 

5:30 PM 
 
1.  Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:35 PM.  Members Present were Dominic 
McConnell, Kay Wilcox, Jim Westall, Matthew Eldred, and Kelly Mamer.  Members 
absent were J.C. Ingebrand, Kristin Guerrette and Gary Meyer.  Staff present was Ken 
Ondich – City Planner. 
 
2.  Spring 2005 Park Tour (Start at City Hall @ 5:30 PM) 
     Philipp’s Park, Heritage Park, Settlers Park, Memorial Park 
 
The Park Board began the meeting at City Hall and made an annual visit of some City 
Parks.  The parks visited were Philipp’s Park, Heritage Park, Settlers Park, and Memorial 
Park. 
 
The first stop on the park tour was Philipp’s Park.  The Park Board suggested the 
following be done at the park: remove dead trees along Highway 21 on the west side, 
clean up the rip rap by the creek by spraying the weeds so that the rip rap is clear of 
vegetation, clean up the garbage by the creek, possibly remove the roses at the corner of 
Highway 19 and Highway 21, use an edger in front of the roses, briefly discussed putting 
a gazebo in the park outside of the right of way area.  The Park Board discussed having a 
clean up night of the park with Park Board members. 
 
The second stop on the park tour was Heritage Park.  The park board discussed the area 
of land that was purchased and switched with Witt Development to increase the size of 
the park on the east side of Lexington Avenue.  It was noticed that the basketball hoops 
needed new nets and that the picnic tables were in bad shape.  A playground structure in 
the park was discussed as a project for 2006 when funds become available. 
 
The third stop on the park tour was Memorial Park.  Discussion of the fire truck structure 
and the swings took place.  It was noted that the fire truck could stay in the park, but 
probably needed to be repainted and moved.  It was discussed possibly keeping the tall 
swings in the park but that they might need to be powder coating to improve their 
appearance. 
 
The final stop on the park tour was Settlers Park.  The Park Board viewed the area where 
the path through the “Green Meadow” would be mowed and where the Settlers Park Sign 
and Green Meadow signs would be located.  It was also discussed where the parking lot 
would be located.  The condition of the grass was discussed for its use for activities. 
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3.  Return to City Hall for Regular Business @ 6:30 PM 
 
The Park Board convened at City Hall at 6:30 PM to continue the meeting with its regular 
agenda items. 
 
4.  Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 
 
Kay Wilcox noted that a correction was needed on page 4, to change the name from 
“Steve Cross” to “Steve Frost”. 
 
A motion was made by Mamer, seconded by McConnell to approve the April 12, 2005 
meeting minutes with the change request by Wilcox, which passed unanimously (4-0, 
Guerrette, Meyer, Ingebrand absent). 
 
5.  Review Financial Reports 
 
A motion was made by McConnell, seconded by Westall to accept the Financial Report, 
which passed unanimously (4-0). 
 
Also presented to the Park Board were the proposed expenses for the month of May, the 
Committed Costs breakdown as of May 1st, 2005, and also the amortization schedule for 
the payments on the new athletic complex land. 
 
6.  Award Bid for Memorial Park Playground Equipment Replacement 
 
Planner Ondich outlined the project and completion date for the Park Board.  He 
presented information to the board used in determining the staff recommendation.  He 
presented a memo of the staff recommendation, the checklists and criteria scoring sheets 
for each submitted bid, and finally the plans for the playgrounds from all bidders, 
including the highest scored submittal and plans from Midwest Playscapes, Inc based in 
Chaska, Minnesota.   
 
The Park Board reviewed the plans and criteria sheets and determined that the submittal 
from Midwest Playscapes, Inc. was their recommended bid submittal based on it 
receiving the highest ranking score of 44 points out of 45 points and providing the most 
equipment and facilities for the $60,000.00 price while meeting the requirements of the 
bid.  They indicated that the colors of the playground as presented in the bid would be 
appropriate for the park and recommended that they be kept the same. 
 
The Park Board indicated that the fire truck play structure currently in Memorial Park 
should be saved and repainted. 
 
A motion was made by Westall, seconded by McConnell to recommend that Midwest 
Playscapes, Inc. be awarded the contract for the Memorial Park playground replacement 
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project as specified in their submitted bid and the bid specifications, which passed 
unanimously (4-0). 
 
7.  Turek Estates – Trail/Park Dedication 
 
Planner Ondich informed the Park Board that during the April 27th Planning Commission 
meeting a concept plan for the Turek Estates rural subdivision was reviewed as a part of 
the city having subdivision authority within 2 miles of city limits.  He explained that park 
dedication is a requirement for the platting and stated that the applicant has indicated a 
willingness to provide a trail easement over a portion of the east side of the property for 
access to the new athletic complex land.  He presented a map of the area for review. 
 
Jim Westall asked how a subdivision outside of city limits could be required to dedicate 
park land to the City.   
 
Planner Ondich explained that since the City enacted its subdivision authority within 2 
miles of the city limits that platting of land within this area must conform to the city’s 
subdivision ordinance which also requires land to be dedicated for park purposes. 
 
The Park Board discussed the location of the trail in the Comprehensive Plan that follows 
what is known as 11th Avenue NW  in the Raven Stream Village proposed development 
and noted that it would eventually extend to this property and noted that such a trail 
would not be counted towards park land dedication. 
 
Staff indicated that the four proposed lots were each 2.5 acres in size for a total of 10 
acres of residential lots which would require 1 acre of land to be dedicated for park 
purposes. 
 
A motion was made by Mamer, seconded by McConnell to recommend that the east side 
of the Turek Estates plat have a trail easement established for future access to the athletic 
complex land owned by the City, which passed unanimously (4-0). 
 
8.  Loss Control Survey for Memorial Park 
 
Planner Ondich presented a letter from Bernie Szczesniak, a loss control consultant from 
the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust.  The letter outlined the concerns with the 
existing equipment at Memorial Park and the need for its repair or replacement.  He 
stated that the letter was just for informational purposes as the Park Board is replacing the 
equipment.   
 
The Park Board asked if there was a fee for the visit. 
 
Planner Ondich indicated that it was a free service and included with the City’s 
membership with the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust. 
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9.  Posts for Greenway Signs – 6” x 6” posts 
 
Planner Ondich stated that Cliff Johannes had checked prices of 6” by 6” cedar posts for 
the greenway signs that need replacement posts.  He indicated they are 12’ long and cost 
about $100.00 per pole.  He added that Cliff has to purchase to four 4” x 4” posts for the 
“Green Meadow” sign which cost a total of $85.88 at Menards. 
 
Kay Wilcox indicated that she counted 5 posts that need to be replaced this summer.  She 
noted that Warren Nelson can paint the letter in the signs if needed. 
 
A motion was made by Mamer, seconded by McConnell to purchase five of the 6” by 6” 
cedar posts at $100.00 per post, which passed unanimously (4-0). 
 
10.  Wood Chips for Southside and Northside Parks 
 
Planner Ondich stated that Cliff Johannes has indicated that woodchips were needed for 
Northside Park and Southside Park and that he would need 90 cubic yards to be 
purchased and dropped off at both parks.  He added that Flanagan Sales provided a quote 
of $1,836.00 for the woodchips and delivery to the two parks. 
 
A motion was made by Westall, seconded by McConnell to purchase the wood chips for 
Northside and Southside Park from Flanagan Sales, Inc in the amount of $1,836.00, 
which passed unanimously (4-0). 
 
11.  Philipp’s Park Discussion 
 
Planner Ondich presented some maps of Philipp’s Park and information about the 
Community Partnership Program that MnDOT coordinates.  He noted that New Prague 
participated in the program in the past for Philipp’s Park.  He provided the program 
application for review by the Park Board. 
 
The Park Board discussed applying for the program again and also noted that the planting 
scheme used with the program did not work well.  They asked staff to contact the area 
program coordinator to tell them that the plants haven’t worked out and that the City is 
considering applying for the program again. 
 
Jim Westall recommended that for now the rip-rap should be sprayed and the dead plants 
burned to clear the area. 
 
The Park Board discussed installing a gazebo outside of the right of way area in the park 
at a future date. 
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Kay Wilcox asked staff to e-mail all the Park Board members about a volunteer clean up 
of the park to see what day would work for most members to help clean up the park. 
 
12.  Yackley Cabin Update 
 
Planner Ondich indicated that he had contacted the Scott County Historical Society, 
Minnesota Historical Society, Murphy’s Landing, the Minnesota State Heritage 
Preservation Office, and the City of Fairmont to determine how to plan for the possible 
restoration or future use of the cabin.  He stated that he spoke with Willard Simon who 
restored the Fairmont Cabin a few years ago.  He noted that Mr. Simon saw pictures of 
Yackley Cabin and thought that it might be too far gone to restore without using new or 
used materials to replace what is rotted.  He added that Mr. Simon felt it was crucial to 
use a wood sealer on the logs.  He stated that Mr. Simon is also working on another cabin 
in Heritage Acres near Fairmont along with other volunteers.  He stated that Mr. Simon 
said it was about $500 in materials to restore the cabin in Fairmont, but that it was in 
better condition than Yackley Cabin. 
 
Kelly Mamer stated that all options should be explored before we tear down the cabin 
and that heritage should be preserved. 
 
Kay Wilcox asked that Yackley Cabin be added to the June Park Board meeting agenda 
to be discussed again after we receive more information. 
 
Planner Ondich indicated that he would continue to contact the appropriate people to 
have information to bring to the park board in June. 
 
13.  Miscellaneous 
 
a.  Planner Ondich indicated that a letter was included in the packet from Mona 
Porvaznik regarding the outcome of the 1st annual Pets for Nature Petwalk and noted that 
$240.00 was raised from the event. 
 
b.  Planner Ondich indicated that he provided information in the packet about the City of 
Shakopee skate park that uses TrueRide skate park equipment. 
 
14.  Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Ken Ondich 


