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Meeting Minutes 

New Prague Park Board 
Tuesday, September 11, 2007 

6:30 PM 
 
 
 
1.  Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:31 PM by Chair Guerrette.  Members present were 
Kay Wilcox, Amy Jirik, Dominic McConnell, Kristin Guerrette, and J.C. Ingebrand.  
Absent were Teri Hodapp and Ryan Hauser.  Staff present was Ken Ondich – City 
Planner and Jim Calliguri – Parks Maintenance Supervisor. 
 
2.  Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Wilcox, seconded by Jirik to approve the August 14, 2007 
meeting minutes, which passed unanimously (5-0, Hodapp and Hauser absent). 
 
3.  Review Financial Reports 
 
Planner Ondich presented the financial reports to the Park Board, noting that $3,216.27 
was added to the Park Equipment Fund from residential and commercial permits during 
the month of August.  He noted that the staff memo noted that the financial was not 
official but that the official copy was included in the packet before they were mailed.  He 
noted that a many pending bills were finally paid from the Park Equipment Fund and 
2007 Park Board budget in August. 
 
A motion was made by Jirik, seconded by McConnell to accept the financial reports as 
presented, which passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
4.  Scott County Parks Presentation –  
 
Mark Themig, Scott County Parks Program Manager, was in attendance to provide a 
power point presentation regarding the Scott County Park system and the 2030 
Comprehensive Plan Update which includes updating the County’s Park Plan.  Topics 
covered by Mr. Themig included coordinating Parks efforts with the City particularly for 
trails and connections, having the City review and comment on the drafted Park Plan 
document, assist in the Master Plan development for Cedar Lake Regional Park in 2009.  
He also discussed the CAP-X power transmission line project and possibly using that 
corridor for a trail across the county.  He stated that County staff is planning an inter-
agency meeting to meeting with area municipal staff to ensure the County plan reflects 
local needs.  He stated that the County is in the process of reestablishing their relationship 
with the Three Rivers Park District.  He noted that the Sand Creek Trail Corridor was not 
favorable to many people since the idea was first developed and that it was not up for 
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consideration any longer.  He noted that not all conservation easements are noted on the 
maps for the County planning efforts.  He asked the Park Board if they are aware of any 
historic photos of Cedar Lake Farm that they can use for the development of the park.   
 
Comments received from the Park Board included suggesting that non-roadside trails be 
developed from the City to any county park facilities and it was also suggested to 
remember that New Prague connects LeSueur and Scott Counties and that trail 
connections should be made across county boundaries in and near New Prague.   
 
The Park Board thanked Mr. Themig for this time and providing the information. 
 
5.  Parks Capital Improvement Plan Documents - 
 
Planner Ondich stated that as requested at last month’s meeting he included some parks 
capital improvement plan information for review.  He stated that he included a map of the 
city’s trails and the years they have been or will be seal coated as well as a listing of the 
park playground equipment and the year they would be anticipated to be replaced and the 
estimated cost with inflation at that time.   
 
The Park Board asked about which fund could be used to pay for the replacement and 
maintenance of playground and park equipment. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that the Park Equipment Fund and Park Property Acquisition Fund 
could not legally be used to purchase replacement equipment or maintenance items for 
the parks.  He stated that state law is specific that the money must be used for new 
recreational needs or the expansion of recreational needs and not replacement of 
facilities.  He stated that the CIP for the parks equipment is intended to guide the City in 
putting money in an equipment maintenance and replacement fund which would provide 
enough money to replace the equipment at the end of the expected useful life.  He added 
that he did not know if these accounts were set up or if money was or would be deposited 
to save money for replacement equipment ahead of time. 
 
6.  Archery Range: Bow/Arrow Stands, Picnic Tables, Target Stands - 
 
Planner Ondich stated that included in the packet were some quotes for amenities at the 
archery range that were not included in the grant project funding.  He stated that the Park 
Board tentatively committed $2,000 towards the project earlier in the year from the 2007 
Budget.  He stated that the additional amenities that would be needed would be two ADA 
accessible picnic tables as well as bow/arrow stands and target stands.  He stated that he 
received a quote from Flanagan Sales, Inc. for two picnic tables including tax and 
delivery for $1,245.  He noted that if there is money left over from the DNR Grant Funds 
he would ask to amend the grant agreement to pay for the tables and bow/arrow stands.  
He stated that the cost for the bow/arrow stands was $375 not including tax or shipping 
and that five could be purchased for that amount, one for every two shooting lanes.  He 
stated that City utilities staff could create the bow and arrow stands over the winter 
months for about $25 each.  He stated that they could also make them more heavy duty 
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than the ones which could be purchased.  He noted that the target stands would have to be 
homemade and that volunteers might be able to build them but that the Park Board may 
be asked to cover the cost of the materials. 
 
A motion was made by Wilcox, seconded by Guerrette to purchase two ADA picnic 
tables from Flanagan Sales, Inc. for $1,245 and five heavy duty bow/arrow stands to be 
created by City workers not to exceed $375 from the 2007 Park Board Budget if not 
covered by the Archery Grant from the DNR, which passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
7.  Tree Plan for Heritage Park - 
 
Planner Ondich stated he and Jim Calliguri had put together some information regarding 
the planting of some trees for Heritage Park.  He stated that they are suggesting planting 
large spaded in trees, the size of the trees that were planted at the Sliding Hill Skate Park 
up by the parking lot.  He stated that the trees would make an immediate impact for the 
park and provide instant shade.  He stated that the map included in the packet shows the 
location of the 4 trees.  He stated that a quote was received from Minnesota Valley 
Wholesale for the large spaded in trees including tax and delivery and a one year 
guarantee.  He stated that the quote includes Marshall Ash of 4” caliper size and Autumn 
Blaze Maple of a 3.5” caliper size.   
 
Kay Wilcox asked if staff had contacted Don Mushitz about obtaining the trees locally. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that he had not contacted Mushitz on this particular quote but that 
he regularly checks with him for tree quotes.  He stated that Mushitz has not had trees as 
large as this in the past but that he would certainly double check his stock and would 
prefer to order locally if available.   
 
Kay Wilcox stated that she would like to see three ash trees on the north side of the 
playground as shown in the staff drawing and one maple on the south side of the 
playground.   
 
A motion was made by Ingebrand, seconded by McConnell to purchase for Heritage Park 
three spaded in seedless Ash trees at a price not to exceed $400 each with a minimum 
3.5” caliper trunk, delivery and one year guarantee and also one seedless Maple tree at a 
price not to exceed $565 with a minimum 3.5” caliper trunk, delivery and a one year 
guarantee from Don Mushitz as a first option or from Minnesota Valley Wholesale as a 
second option to be paid from the 2007 Park Board Budget, which passed unanimously 
(5-0). 
 
8.  Fall League Baseball and Softball - 
 
Planner Ondich stated that the City recently received many inquiries about if a fall 
baseball or softball league would be possible during September through October or later 
depending on the weather.  He stated that only adult league teams are charged at this time 
and that the normal rates are $210 for teams that play twice a week and $177 for teams 
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that play once a week.  He stated that the fall league teams would play maybe one third as 
long as the summer teams and staff is suggesting a reduced fall league rate if they start 
after Labor Day.  He stated that staff suggests charging $60 for teams that play once a 
week and $120 for teams that play twice a week.  He noted that staff is greatly reduced 
for the parks department after Labor Day due to the loss of the summer workers. 
 
Jim Calliguri stated that even with the reduced staff they would be able to drag the fields 
on the Friday before a weekend and not on the weekend.  He noted that the teams could 
not expect the fields to be kept in the same condition as they were during the summer. 
 
The Park Board indicated that as long as the fall teams were made aware that the fields 
would not be kept in as good of shape as they are during the summer they would be fine 
with charging a reduced rate for the fall league teams.   
 
9.  Miscellaneous 
 

A. Field Fence at Northside Park – Amy Jirik asked what the status of the field 
fence as Northside Park was.   

 
Planner Ondich stated that a couple of months back the Park Board reviewed a 
letter from Brad Busch asking for considering installing a field fence once again 
and the Park Board decided to put off  the installation of the fence at this time. 
 
The Park Board asked that the field fences at Northside Park be put back on a 
2008 agenda for discussion. 

 
B. Livingstone the Tour Concert at Memorial Park – Kay Wilcox stated that she 

had received many complaints about the Livingstone Concert at Memorial Park in 
August.  She stated that the original date of Saturday night had been rained out so 
they held the concert on a Monday night.  She stated that it was very loud and 
shook the walls of homes along Lincoln Ave. S. near Memorial Park.  She stated 
that if a request for another concert is made that maybe amplified music not be 
allowed or to limit the concert only to weekend days.  She stated that it was much 
louder than she expected. 

 
Dominic McConnell stated that he thought the Skate Park might be a better 
location in the future.   
 

C. Hockey Rink – The Park Board asked that discussion on hockey boards be added 
in the future and it was also suggested to contact Connie at the Community Center 
for potential people that may want to rent the ice during specific times.   
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10.  Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Ingebrand, seconded by McConnell, to adjourn the meeting at 
8:11 P.M., which passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Ken Ondich 
City Planner 


