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Meeting Minutes 

New Prague Park Board 
Tuesday, April 10, 2007 

6:30 PM 
 
1.  Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM by Chairperson Kristin Guerrette.  Members 
present were Kay Wilcox, Amy Jirik, Kristin Guerrette, Teri Hodapp, and J.C. Ingebrand.  
Absent were Ryan Hauser and Dominic McConnell.  Staff present was Ken Ondich – 
City Planner, Calliguri – Parks Maintenance Supervisor. 
 
2.  Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Wilcox, seconded by Ingebrand to approve the March 13, 2007 
meeting minutes, which passed unanimously (5-0, Hauser and McConnell absent). 
 
3.  Review Financial Reports 
 
Planner Ondich presented the financial reports to the Park Board. 
 
A motion was made by Guerrette, seconded by Hodapp to accept the financial reports as 
presented, which passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
4.  Heritage Park Playground Update–  

 
Planner Ondich stated that at last months meeting the Park Board authorized the purchase 
of the Heritage Park playground equipment Option #2 in the primary color scheme.  He 
stated that staff was able to order the equipment and set a delivery date at the end of 
September in case staff did not have time to get it installed prior to that.  He stated that 
the delivery and install time could be pulled in depending on when the site preparation is 
done.  He stated that the equipment was ordered on March 22, 2007 and that they will get 
the equipment installed when there is time to do so.  He stated that the order for the 
benches, trash cans, picnic tables and trees can be placed when we know more precisely 
when the install time will be.  He stated that a color rendering of the equipment as 
ordered as attached to the packet.  He noted that there is not as much red on the 
playground as shown in the primary color scheme because Flanagan Sales noted that it is 
more prone to fading.  He did note that the red that was left on the color scheme was a 
darker red that they have not had problems with in the past. 
 
Kay Wilcox asked if we could have the concrete work contracted out. 
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Planner Ondich stated that the intent is to have the concrete work contracted out but that 
staff still has to prepare the site.  He added that if the equipment is not installed this year 
it will have to be stored by the City for the winter and installed next year. 
 
5.  Philipps Park Work Update 
 
Planner Ondich stated that on Friday March 23rd, 2007 City staff met with Dan 
Gullickson and Tom Makousky from MnDOT to discuss the work to be done at Philipps 
Park for the Community Landscape Partnership Agreement.  He stated that the City 
received $5,000 for the cleaning of the culvert and creek and various other items within 
the right of way including 12 shade trees, 20 Boulders, compost, native grasses, and 
erosion control blanket.  He stated that city staff will assist MnDOT with the cleaning of 
the creek and that we will also be responsible for planting the trees and all other 
installation work.  He stated that the sitting wall portion of the project has been put on 
hold at this time because of the unknowns about the possible future reconstruction of the 
TH19/TH21 intersection which would take out the planned location of the sitting wall.  
He stated that MnDOT did design a location of a sitting wall outside of possible 
construction areas, but it would not guarantee that the wall would not have to move.  He 
stated that also as part of the plaza project that the rest of Philipps Park would have been 
converted to native grasses with some more trees being planted but that had been put on 
hold as well as the money was tied together and staff had no time to complete that project 
this year.  He asked the Park Board what they felt should be done with the intersection 
instead of the sitting wall for now.  He stated that the existing sumac was in bad shape 
and would be removed and stated that either grass or Spirea could be planted to replace 
the Sumac. 
 
J.C. Ingebrand stated that he was okay with going with the Spirea as Dan Gullickson has 
given good suggestions in the past. 
 
Kristin Guerrette stated that she would like Boxwood considered.  She stated it has no 
flowers and keeps its leaves year round.  She stated that the Spirea would drop its leaves 
over the winter and not look as attractive. 
 
The Park Board discussed where bird houses could be placed in the park and if Martin 
Houses were considered. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that the site plan did show locations of bird houses and that 
different types were suggested for the park in addition to the blue bird houses that were 
put there from the Eagle Scout Project a couple of years ago. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that she thought the Spirea looked good. 
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Planner Ondich stated that he would let Dan Gullickson know that Spirea would be OK 
for the corner of the park in place of the Sumac and that he would also ask about 
Boxwood. 
 
6.  Dog Park Information 
 
Planner Ondich stated that included in the packet this month was Dog Park Information 
from the City of Minneapolis that was provided by Teri Hodapp.  He stated that staff 
would also like to make the City Council aware of any possible plans to develop a dog 
park as they may have differing views of on how to use park funds.  He noted that dog 
park tags could be sold to those wishing to use the dog park to help fund the development 
and maintenance of the dog park area. 
 
Kristin Guerrette stated that a dog park could be suggested for the proposed Cedar Lake 
Farms Regional Park. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that she would like to table to discussion until the City is caught up 
with replacing all the park signs and installing the bathroom surrounds. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that he thought there was still a need to have a dog park inside 
New Prague City limits. 
 
Teri Hodapp stated that access in the City to a dog park is important particularly for the 
elderly who may not be as willing or able to drive out to Cedar Lake if a park were 
located there.  She stated that she would like to have an action plan to keep working on 
the dog park idea for the City. 
 
The Park Board brought up the topic of the Annual Dog Walk for Nature and if those 
funds could be used for such a facility. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that the funds could certainly be used for dog park facilities as they 
were originally raised for pet waste receptacles and benches for those walking dogs along 
the Greenway, but that he would like to ask Mona Porvaznik for her input since she 
organizes the walk.   
 
Kay Wilcox suggested that the dog permit fee be discussed specifically in January with 
the annual fee schedule. 
 
7.  Teen Center Idea 
 
Kristin Guerrette stated that when she first joined the park board about 3 years ago she 
asked someone in the community why the City did not have a teen or youth center and 
was told that the church and schools were the ones responsible for such a facility and 
programming.  She stated that she has since been exploring the idea of opening a youth 
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center in New Prague.  She stated that the armory building would be perfect for a teen or 
youth center.  She stated that she would like the City to be more involved in the 
development and operation of the center.  She stated that she visited “The Garage” in 
Burnsville which is a community based teen center.  She stated that faith based centers 
fail 99% of the time and that community based centers either fail and work great with no 
in between.  She stated that The Garage in Burnsville is only 500 sq. ft. larger than the 
armory building.  She stated that The Garage is funded for operating costs by 1/3 from 
the City’s general fund, 1/3 by grants and 1/3 by revenue that they generate in the 
operations of the center.  She added that the City did not contribute any funds for The 
Garage until they were up and successfully running for 2-3 years.  She stated that there 
was also a youth center in Apple Valley that is run by their Parks and Recreation 
department.  She stated that she also plans to visit the center in Shakopee called Enigma.  
She stated that many kids in New Prague go to The Garage or other area teen centers.  
She stated once again that it is important for the center to be community based. 
 
Teri Hodapp asked if the Upper Room group and the Community Based group could ever 
come together to work on a single plan for a center in New Prague. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that he has reservations about whether the Department of Interior 
will allow the armory to be used for a faith based center when it must be a recreational 
use for the general public.  He stated that he would check on that issue. 
 
Kristin Guerrette stated that she had met with the Upper Room group and had a copy of 
their business plan and did not know if they could come together to create one facility.  
She stated that their plan was adult driven and not created by the kids.  She stated that she 
firmly believes the kids need to build the center and not adults so that they can have some 
ownership in the final product. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that she sees potential to see a community based center work as an 
adjunct to the City.  She added that the School District currently does the youth 
recreational programming because the City does not have the staff required to do so. 
 
The Park Board discussed the H.E.R.O. group and meetings that have been held. 
 
Kristin Guerrette stated that the second meeting would be on May 2nd and that the 
community based youth center would be discussed again. 
 
The Park Board asked Kristin to provide a brief update at a future Park Board meeting. 
 
Kristin Guerrette also stated that the school district is interested in partnering up on the 
Athletic Complex idea partly because they have started up a youth soccer program with 
no fields to play on at this time. 
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8.  Miscellaneous 
 

A. Settlers Park – Basketball Court – Planner Ondich stated that he received a 
phone call from Mary Hagel that lives near Settlers Park who stated that there are 
not any recreational activities for teens at the park and asked that a basketball 
court be installed.  He stated that after reviewing the park there is not room on the 
east side of the park because of the location of the parking lot, playground and 
ballfields.  He stated that he had received a phone call from Kay Wilcox before 
the meeting suggesting that a hoop be installed on the edge of the parking lot so 
that kids could play when cars aren’t parked there.  He added that he spoke with 
Jim Calliguri before the meeting and that he thought it was a good idea and that 
he had received a free pole from St. Wenceslaus that he could install there that 
just needed a backboard and hoop. 

 
Kay stated that she thought the hoop should be away from the side of the parking 
lot by the homes. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that a hoop and a backboard could cost around $600. 
 
The Park Board discussed the placement of the basketball hoop and decided that it 
should be located on the southeast side of the lot.   
 
A motion was made by Wilcox, seconded by Hodapp to approve the installation 
of the basketball hoop on the south ease side of the parking area at Settlers Park 
and the ordering of the new backboard and hoop, which passed unanimously (5-
0). 
 

B. Consider Vinyl Fencing for Bathroom Surrounds – Planner Ondich stated that 
staff is exploring the idea of using vinyl fencing for the bathroom surrounds at 
Sliding Hill Skate Park and Settlers Park instead of cedar.  He stated that two 
example pictures were attached to the packet.  He stated that he would like input 
on whether vinyl could be considered or if it should be kept as wood.   

 
Jim Calliguri noted that if the vinyl is vandalized it would require the replacement 
of the entire panel. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that she was concerned about the look of the vinyl panels in 
the parks. 
 
The Park Board stated that they would like to stick with using cedar for the 
bathroom surrounds versus of the vinyl. 
 

C. Cedar Lake Farms Regional Park – Planner Ondich stated that on March 27th 
there was an open house for the proposed Cedar Lake Farms Regional Park at the 
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New Prague High School.  He stated that the county is negotiating a purchase 
agreement for the Cedar Lake Farm property so they can apply for a grant from 
the Met Council to help pay for the land.  He stated the County is also acquiring 
other land for the park from willing sellers as development becomes imminent.  
He stated that master planning for actual park design and amenities would take 
place probably 5-7 years in the future. 

 
D. Annual Park Tour for the June Park Board Meeting – Planner Ondich stated 

that he has preliminarily scheduled the Annual Park Tour for the June Park Board 
meeting.  He stated as in years past the meeting would start at 5:30 in the Parking 
Lot and drive to four parks on the tour, spending roughly 15 minutes at each park 
to arrive back at City Hall by 6:30 PM for the rest of the meeting.  He stated that 
he is planning to visit Foundry Hill Park, Sliding Hill Skate Park, Heritage Park 
and Northside Park. 

 
E. Archery Grant – Planner Ondich stated that the New Prague Sportsmen’s Club 

donated $4,000 for the archery range project.  He added that he mailed in the 
DNR Archery Range grant earlier in the day. 

 
F. New Prague Prairie Grass – Kay Wilcox stated that she had received a letter 

from Matthew Lasch who is a New Prague resident about the benefits of restoring 
prairies and wetlands in New Prague and asked that staff copy it for the next Park 
Board Meeting. 

 
G. Signage at Southside Park – Kay Wilcox stated that she would suggest that a 

slat be added to the Southside Park signage that would state there is a 9 – hole 
disc golf course located there.  She stated that Valley Sign out of Prior Lake made 
the sign and other slat but that Cliff Johannes could probably do the same thing. 

 
Planner Ondich stated that he would look into having that done. 

 
9.  Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Guerrette, seconded by Ingebrand, to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 
P.M., which passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Ken Ondich 
City Planner 


