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Meeting Minutes 

New Prague Park Board 
Tuesday, July 10, 2007 

6:30 PM 
 
1.  Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Kristin Guerrette.  Members present were 
Dominic McConnell, Kay Wilcox, Amy Jirik, Teri Hodapp, Ryan Hauser, and J.C. 
Ingebrand.  Absent was Kristin Guerrette.  Staff present was Ken Ondich – City Planner, 
and Jim Calliguri – Parks Maintenance Supervisor. 
 
2.  Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 
 
A motion was made by McConnell, seconded by Hauser to approve the June 12, 2007 
meeting minutes, which passed unanimously (6-0). 
 
3.  Review Financial Reports 
 
Planner Ondich presented the financial reports to the Park Board, noting that $8,192.00 
was added to the Park Equipment Fund during the month of June.  He also noted that a 
few bills were to be paid this month and would show up on next month’s financial 
summary. 
 
A motion was made by Ingebrand, seconded by Hodapp to accept the financial reports as 
presented, which passed unanimously (6-0). 
 
4.  Concert in Memorial Park – Christian Ministry Gathering –  
 
Planner Ondich stated in December of 2006 the Park Board approved a live music 
concert in Memorial Park on Saturday August 18th.  We now have a second request for a 
small music concert in association with a Christian Ministry Gathering in Memorial Park 
proposed for Sunday August 26th in the early evening.  He stated that there would not be 
any food vendors with the concert and that it would be smaller than the previous event 
approved.  He stated that they may set up a tent and use electricity.  He stated that staff 
recommends approving of the event with the same conditions for approval as the last 
concert. 
 
A motion was made by Jirik, seconded by McConnell to recommend to the City Council 
that the Christian Ministry Gathering including a concert be allowed in Memorial Park 
provided they are able to reserve the park for the intended time, pay the park reservation 
fee of $50 along with the $100 deposit, speakers shall be pointed away from the adjacent 
residential homes, a certificate shall be submitted and the concert shall be completed by 
10:30 PM with all attendees out of the park by 11PM and with the park completely 
cleaned up by 1:00 AM, which passed unanimously (6-0). 
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5.  Skate Park Grand Opening Planning Update - 
 
Planner Ondich stated that planning efforts for the Skate Park grand opening are moving 
forward with Mayor Bink Bender agreeing to give a welcoming address and Kristin 
Guerrette lining up locals skaters for a short demo during the grand opening.  He stated 
that Jason Witt has offered to supply beverages for the grand opening celebration and that 
at the last grand opening event the city provided keg root beer and water for those in 
attendance.  He stated that the food served could be hotdogs to be cooked onsite in 
roasters, individual bags of chips and cookies.  He noted that for the last event 
Econofoods was the source of all the purchased items including plates, napkins, ketchup 
and mustard.  He stated that 250 hot dogs would probably be appropriate for the event.  
He stated that there is a power outlet available on site for the roasters to be plugged in by 
the utility box near the parking lot and skate park.  He stated that he currently has roasters 
lined up from Kay, Kristin and himself.  He stated that at least one more roaster would be 
needed.  He stated that he would like a volunteer or two to be on site for a couple of 
hours before the event to get the hotdogs cooked.  He stated that he would like feedback 
on the drafted up advertisement for the grand opening.  He also asked for feedback on the 
acknowledgement list which would be provided to the Mayor for the welcoming address.  
He stated that the 2007 Park Board budget could pay for the expenses for the event. 
 
Dominic McConnell stated that the 3rd Lair does onsite skate camps and that it could be 
something to think about for next year.   
 
The Park Board suggested that a skate camp is something that could be coordinated 
through Community Education next year.   
 
Terri Hodapp stated that she has a roaster that could be used for the event. 
 
Ryan Hauser stated that he would be willing to help with the hot dog cooking starting at 
4PM the day of the grand opening event.   
 
Amy Jirik stated that she suggests using the round basket type of coffee filters to hold the 
hotdogs for serving if we have individual bags of chips.   
 
It was noted that Hauser, Hodapp, Wilcox and Hodapp will bring roasters for the event.  
Hauser noted that he would bring tongs.  It was also noted that there is a need for relish, 
mustard and ketchup for the hotdogs.  It was finally noted that gallons of bottled water 
would be needed to cook the hot dogs on the site as water is not available. 
 
The Park Board asked that staff send out a reminder e-mail before the open house on 
Wednesday August 8th.  
 
The Park Board suggested thanking the local kids of New Prague for bringing the idea of 
a skate park to the City and for encouraging its development.   
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6.  Order Amenities for Heritage Park - 
 
Planner Ondich stated that since installation of the park equipment would take place it 
would be an appropriate time to order the amenities for the park.  He stated at a minimum 
they should order 3 benches, 2 trash cans and 2 picnic tables and rubber mats from 
Flanagan Sales as shown on the attached quotes.  He stated that they will need to pick 
colors.  He stated that a grill was also included on the quote but that it was for a 
replacement for Northside Park.  He stated that the Park Board could purchase one for 
this park if so desired.  He stated that he also included a master amenities listing in the 
packet which included a possible entrance sign.  He stated that the sign, grill, trees and 
the bathroom surround were other items that could be ordered at this time.  He stated that 
he would suggest paying for all or some of the items from the 2007 Park Board budget 
which has close to $20,000 remaining to date after all committed expenses are paid. 
 
Kay Wilcox asked how much the grills are used at the parks.   
 
Jim Calliguri noted that the grill at Southside Park is used a lot along with the grills at 
Memorial Park. 
 
The Park Board stated that they would like a grill included for Heritage Park. 
 
A motion was made by Hodapp, seconded by McConnell to authorize the purchase of the 
benches, trash cans, picnic tables and grills (one for Northside Park and one for Heritage 
Park) from Flanagan Sales Inc. to be placed at Heritage Park, from the 2007 Park Board 
Budget fund, which passed unanimously (6-0). 
 
A motion was made by Hauser, seconded by Ingebrand to authorize the purchase of 
dynacushion mats for Heritage Park, from the Park Equipment Fund, which passed 
unanimously (6-0).   
 
7.  MnDNR Archery Range Grant Update - 
 
Planner Ondich stated that we recently received a letter from the Minnesota DNR that we 
were awarded a $4,000 grant for the proposed archery range at the sliding hill skate park.  
He stated that they received the $4,000 match earlier in the spring from the New Prague 
Sportsman’s Club.  He stated that the next step is to sign the contracts and wait for 
official notification to proceed with the work.   
 
8.  Picnic Shelter Prices - 
 
Planner Ondich stated that since last month’s meeting some Park Board members have 
expressed an interest in exploring prices for moderately size picnic shelters.  Staff 
received a price on a pre-fab picnic shelter made by Poligon which is 20’ x 20’ in size 
and sold by Flanagan Sales, Inc. for $12,041.95 not including installation or a concrete 
pad.  He stated that K.A. Witt Construction can provide the same sized shelter with cedar 
posts, cedar fascia and asphalt shingles for $12,900 including installation, concrete pad 
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and excavation with an 8 post design.  He noted that Heritage Park has room for a shelter 
but lacks off street parking so it might be best to not put a shelter there at this time as 
people would hold events there and parking could be an issue. 
 
The Park Board also asked if there was room for a Shelter at Settlers Park.  They stated 
that if a full shelter is not able to fit at the park to ask Jason Witt at K.A. Witt 
Construction about an alternate shelter idea and to also look at the Poligon shelter line for 
ideas. 
 
The Park Board stated that they would like a shelter at Heritage Park at this time and to 
have it line up with the playground equipment and basketball court.  
 
Kay Wilcox asked about the need for electricity at the shelter in Heritage Park. 
 
Ryan Hauser stated that he did not see the need for this at the Heritage Park Shelter. 
 
Kay Wilcox asked staff to run the shelter idea past City Administrator Jerry Bohnsack.   
 
Jim Calliguri stated that an enclosed ceiling would be needed for any shelter.  He also 
stated that he would like to see a drawing of the shelter before we order a shelter from 
K.A. Witt.  He also stated that he would like to check with the High School to see if they 
have a class that could build a shelter. 
 
A motion was made by Hauser, seconded by McConnell to order a 20’ by 20’ picnic 
shelter in the amount not to exceed $15,000 for the shelter, installation, concrete slab and 
enclosed eaves and to be made of wood to be paid by the 2007 Park Board Budget.   
 
Jim Calliguri suggested that staff review the plans and details before placing any order 
with K.A. Witt for the shelter to ensure that it will be as low maintenance as possible. 
 
The motion to order the shelter from K.A. Witt passed unanimously (6-0) with the 
addition that staff be allowed to review the plans and bring back to the Park Board with 
any significant changes in design or cost. 
 
9.  Miscellaneous 
 

A. “Evos” Play System by Landscape Structures – Planner Ondich stated that he 
had included in the packet some information about the new “Evos” playground 
system from Landscape Structures which was sold locally by Earl F. Anderson, 
Inc.  He stated that the playground system was recently in the local news.  He 
stated that he met with a sales representative earlier in the spring to look at the 
new system.  He stated that it’s an interesting new concept and the price is 
consistent with more traditional playgrounds of equal size. 

 
The Park Board noted that they found the playground system interesting and 
something to look into the next time equipment is ordered for a park. 
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B. Heritage Park Signage Narrative – Kay Wilcox asked staff to research more 
historical information about the Heritage Park land and to revise the proposed 
narrative as would be appropriate.  She stated that the intention of the sign 
narrative is to provide as much historic information as possible.   

 
Planner Ondich stated that he would research the history of the land further.  
  

C. Pond Algae – Dominic McConnell and Teri Hodapp both asked about to keep the 
drainage ponds cleaner and less clogged with algae. 

 
Jim Calliguri stated that aeration and rain is the only thing that would keep the 
ponds algae under control and not chemicals.  He also stated that they have 
Sentence to Serve clean up the greenway and other areas of debris once a year to 
keep the garbage picked up. 
 

D. Pool Use and Hours – Dominic McConnell stated that the school district and 
community education have not implemented any of the ideas discussed by the 
Park Board with Steve Bruchman.  He stated that no signs have been posted 
showing the hours for open swimming.  He asked staff to look into this further. 

 
Kay Wilcox stated that Mike Tschimperle is the pool manager and that Steve 
Bruchman has retired since he met with the Park Board earlier in the year to 
discuss the ideas. 

 
10.  Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by McConnell, seconded by Ingebrand, to adjourn the meeting at 
7:49 P.M., which passed unanimously (6-0). 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Ken Ondich 
City Planner 


