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AGENDA ITEM: 3A 
      
  
 

NEW PRAGUE UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 MEETING MINUTES 

9/15/08 
 
The regular meeting of the New Prague Utilities Commission was held on September 15, 2008, 
at 3:30 p.m., at 118 Central Avenue North, New Prague, MN  56071. 
 
PRESENT: Commissioners Chuck Wann, Dan Bishop, Richard Jordan, Jon Bergquist, and 

Duane Jirik. 
OTHERS  
PRESENT: Public Works Director Dennis Seurer. 
ABSENT:  None 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by President Wann on September 
15, 2008, at 3:30 p.m.       

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Motion made by Bishop to approve agenda as presented.  

Second by Jordan.  Motion carried. 
 

3. MEETING MINUTES:  Motion by Bergquist to approve August 11, 2008, meeting 
minutes.  Second by Bishop.  Motion carried. 

  
4. UTILITY & SMMPA BILLS:  Motion by Bishop to approve claims for payment in the 

amount of $325,292.25 and SMMPA claim of payment in the amount of $414,121.44. 
Second by Bergquist.  Motion carried. 

 
5. FINANCIAL REPORTS A-C:   

 A.  Investment Report – The investment report was presented for review and approval.  
B. Financial Report – The financial report was presented for review and approval. 
C.  Kilowatt & Water Sales – The kilowatt and water sales were reviewed.  No action 

needed. 
Motion by Bishop to accept the Investment and Financial Reports as presented.  Second 
by Bergquist.  Motion carried. 
 

 
6. SMMPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING; AUGUST 13, 2008:  Seurer 

presented minutes from the August 13, 2008, SMMPA Board of Directors meeting.  No 
action needed. 
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7. SMMPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING; SEPTEMBER 11, 2008:  Seurer 
presented business that was discussed at the September 11, 2008, SMMPA Board of 
Directors Meeting. 

 
8. PAUL BUSCH SEVERANCE PACKAGE:  Seurer presented information regarding 

the severance package for Paul Busch in the amount of $16,601.72 per the City’s 
Employee Handbook.  After a discussion, a motion was made by Bishop to approve Mr. 
Busch’s severance package as presented. Second by Jordan.  Motion carried. 

 
9. ELECTRIC AND WATER RATE COMPARISON STUDY:  Seurer presented the 

Electric and Water Rate Comparison Study that was conducted by the Owatonna Utility, 
for informational purposes only. 

 
10. MMUA SPECIAL ASSESSMENT REQUEST:  Seurer presented a request for a 

special assessment in the amount of $985.05 from MMUA. This will help fund on going 
activities, in particular, the electric service territory disputes.  After a discussion, a 
motion was made by Bishop to approve the special request as presented.  Second by 
Bergquist. Motion carried. 

 
11. SMMPA ANNUAL MEETING:  Seurer presented information regarding the Annual 

SMMPA Meeting which will be held October 16 & 17, 2008, for consideration only. 
 

12. MMUA SAFETY PROGRAM:  Seurer presented the 2009 Safety Management 
Program from MMUA.  After a discussion, a motion was made by Bergquist to renew the 
MMUA Safety Program as presented.  Second by Jirik.  Motion carried. 

 
13. HEAT SHARE PROGRAM:  Seurer presented information from the Salvation Army 

regarding their Heat Share Program.  After a discussion, a motion was made by Jordan to 
participate in the program as presented.  Second by Bergquist.  Motion carried. 

 
14. LEAD AND COPPER TESTING RESULTS:  Seurer presented test results for lead 

and copper sampling that was recently completed for the Minnesota Department of 
Health.  The results indicated that the water system did not exceed the action level for 
lead but did exceed the action level for copper.  The residents from where the samples 
were taken were notified of the results along with information regarding what they can do 
to minimize their exposure.  Additional testing will be conducted in June of 2009. 

 
15. URGE TEST RESULTS:  Seurer presented the results of the recent URGE test that was 

conducted for 2008, for informational purposes only. 
 

16. WELL HEAD PROTECTION PLAN PART 2:  Seurer presented a letter from the 
Minnesota Department of Health.  It was notifying the Utility that the Well Head 
Protection Plan Part 2 has been approved. 

 
17. OPERATIONS REPORT:  Seurer reported the following information: 
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1. The pre-emergency table top exercise for the water system will be conducted 

November 13, 2008, at City Hall. 
2. The new diesel fuel tanks at the generation plant are being installed. 
 

With no further business, motion by Jordan to adjourn the meeting at 4:50 p.m.  Second by 
Bergquist.  Motion carried.  

 
Attested: 
Dennis Seurer  


