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Meeting Minutes 
New Prague Park Board 
Tuesday, March 8, 2005 

6:30 PM 
 
1.  Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:33 PM.  Members Present were Kay Wilcox, Gary 
Meyer, Jim Westall, J.C. Ingebrand, Matthew Eldred, and Kelly Mamer.  Members 
absent were Kristin Guerrette and Dominic McConnell.  Staff present was Ken Ondich – 
City Planner and Renee Christianson – City Planner. 
 
2.  DNR Outdoor Recreation Grant Public Hearing: Sliding Hill/Skate Park 
 
Planner Ondich presented information about the DNR Outdoor Recreation Grant 
application for the Sliding Hill/Skate Park project.  Presented information included a 
summary of the project including the project scope and type of activities involved, an 
implementation schedule, overall costs and the proposed financing for the project, the 
costs to be assessed to community residents, and finally the maintenance expenses for the 
project.  He also presented the proposed site plan of the park showing the existing, 
proposed and future facilities to be developed at the park and the layout for the proposed 
skate park.   
 
The public hearing was opened at 6:40 PM. 
 
Miguel Masberg, youth skateboarder, stated that the proposed skate park equipment as 
presented was high priced and that the grind rail was particularly high priced.  He stated 
that parts to make a grind rail could be bought at home depot or Chart Industries could 
make one a lot cheaper.  He also stated that only one concrete pad would be needed for 
even a second phase of equipment and thought that two 60’ by 100’ pads would be too 
large. 
 
Eric Graboski, youth skate boarder, asked what different companies were looked into for 
supplying the skate park equipment.  He stated that the installation of a skate park would 
be a good Eagle Scout project.  He added that such an Eagle Scout project would be the 
same quality, and would save the $6,000 install charge by TrueRide because the Eagle 
Scouts would do it for free. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that Skatewave and TrueRide were the two companies that 
supplied pricing and equipment information for the skate park area. 
 
Joe Marek, youth skate boarder, asked why the City wants to use pre-made ramps.  He 
stated that most skate parks he has been to have been self built on site by volunteers and 
that it is much cheaper to build a park that way.  He stated that the ramps are made of 
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wood with a painted sheet metal face and should last about five years before needing 
repairs.  He specifically mentioned the YMCA Skate Park in Mankato, a church skate 
park in Chanhassen, and a Skate Park that recently closed in Burnsville as examples of 
volunteer built parks.  He added that one place for information on a volunteer park would 
be at www.jsaw.org for the Chanhassen Park. 
 
Eric Graboski stated that he has built ramps himself and that it doesn’t take a long time.  
He added that the entire park could be constructed in a week with volunteers.   
 
Planner Ondich stated that he could check with the League of Minnesota Cities to see if 
there is a liability issue with self built ramps. 
 
John Weiers stated that he has also made ramps himself that that they could be made out 
of wood. 
 
J.C. Ingebrand stated that it might be a liability to have self built skate ramps in a public 
park. 
 
Tom Doig, New Prague High School Principal, asked how the ice skating area would be 
flooded. 
 
Staff indicated that it would be done by fire trucks. 
 
Mr. Doig added that using fire trucks did not work well at another site in town because 
rinks need multiple water applications a little at a time. 
 
Matthew Eldred asked if a hydrant could be used to flood a rink. 
 
Mr. Doig stated that using a hydrant and hose would work best. 
 
Planner Christianson stated that a water main in Columbus Avenue could be tapped into 
for a water service to the park. 
 
Gary Meyer stated that it should be considered to install a water service when the park is 
developed, rather than later. 
 
Planner Ondich indicated that all work for the grant would need to be done by December 
of 2006. 
 
Eric Graboski asked if the skate park would be open to bikes and skate boarders all at the 
same time. 
 
Gary Meyer stated that topic would need to be decided on by the Park Board at a later 
date. 
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Kay Wilcox asked the attendants of the public hearing if they liked the site for the 
proposed skate park. 
 
The youth skate boarders all agreed that they liked the site. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 6:48 PM. 
 
Kelly Mamer asked where the bleachers would be placed. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that they must be on an accessible path and are portable. 
 
Kelly Mamer asked what the mowing area is. 
 
Planner Ondich stated that it would not be the entire site, but likely closer to between 10 
and 15 acres on full build out of the park. 
 
4.  Raven Stream Village – Park Review Revisited 
 
Planner Christianson presented information concerning the latest revision of the Raven 
Stream Village park areas indicating that since last month the park sites were changed to 
an approximately 10 acre northern park area which didn’t include the ponding area and a 
5 acre southern park area adjacent to the school recreational area and that the developer 
was still obligated to dedicate 9 to 10 more acres of park to meet the ordinance 
requirement.  She added that this additional land could be to take a piece of a wooded 
area or another piece of land or the City could ask the developer to developed the 
facilities in the park areas they dedicate to equal the dollar amount which would have 
been required as a payment in lieu of park land as long as the developer hires their own 
contractor to complete the park improvements.  She stated that the school district was 
asked to layout facilities on the south 5 acre site which will be submitted to the City at a 
later date. 
 
Gary Meyer asked for clarification on the possibility of having the developer complete 
the improvements in lieu of land or a payment in lieu of land. 
 
Planner Christianson stated that would be appropriate if the developer does all the work 
themselves and if no money comes through the City for the development of the park 
facilities. 
 
Kay Wilcox asked what the value of the land is. 
 
Dan O’Neill, developer, stated that the price paid per acre of the south acreage of the 
development was about $16,000 an acre and the north acreage of the development was 
about $22,000 an acre. 
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Matthew Eldred asked why the basketball courts were not all consolidated into one area. 
 
Mr. O’Neill stated that is was only conceptual. 
 
Kay Wilcox asked if there was a way to make the park larger within the development. 
 
Planner Christianson stated that the developer indicated that the pond may be relocated 
more northeasterly to a lower part of the development. 
 
Mr. O’Neill stated that he would like direction on the facilities and layout for the parks.  
He added that the north park site would be part of the last phase to develop.  Stated that 
the south site could be an “instant park” to be developed right away. 
 
Gary Meyer stated that the school park site should have numerous fields. 
 
Tim Rybak, New Prague Area Schools, stated that the layout of fields on the school site 
is not set in stone and that shared parking and field facilities were discussed with City 
staff last week. 
 
Gary Meyer stated that youth fields should be 220’ or 240’ fields and that 3-4 of them 
should be on the school park site with nearby parking. 
 
Matthew Eldred asked what wooded area could be taken for park land. 
 
Planner Christianson stated that the Comprehensive Plan and the Environmental 
Assessment Worksheet both state that the City should protect wildlife and natural 
resources and animal corridors. 
 
Mr. O’Neill stated that few specimen trees exist in the southern wooded area and that the 
northern wooded area had younger trees which were close together. 
 
Kay Wilcox asked about the location of some Civilian Conservation Corps planted trees. 
 
Planner Christianson stated that was likely the knoll of trees in the far northeast portion 
of the development. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that street visibility is important to the park because Southside Park is 
not visible and for that reason is not used very much. 
 
Kelly Mamer stated that there seems to be a lot of people who could be living in the 
multiple family area. 
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Mr. O’Neill stated that the southern part of the development will be more of the starter 
homes with more kids than the northern part of the development. 
 
Gary Meyer suggested working with the school to build a trail system in the multiple 
family area for kids. 
 
Mr. O’Neill stated that a trail system into Foundry Hill Park could be built. 
 
Gary Meyer stated that he felt the northern 10 acre park site was probably adequate as 
long as improvements in lieu of the dedication match in value. 
 
Jim Westall stated that the south park would have youth fields and the north would be 
more adult fields. 
 
Kay Wilcox asked if a joint powers agreement would be needed with the school for the 
shared park area. 
 
Planner Christianson stated that one would be needed for the use and maintenance of the 
park. 
 
Gary Meyer and Kay Wilcox stated that they would like fields like the Foundry Hill field 
on the south park site with fencing and lighting. 
 
Jim Westall stated that they should be made to accommodate traveling softball teams. 
 
Gary Meyer stated that 4 youth fields on the south site and 1-2 larger fields on the north 
site would be adequate. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that she would like the Park Board to tour the woods areas at the next 
meeting. 
 
Kelly Mamer agreed with Kay Wilcox for the need to visit the wooded sites. 
 
Dr. Frankie Poplau, New Prague Area Schools Superintendent, stated that it is important 
for the school and city to work together to develop the south park site and that the school 
would be willing to install the facilities and enter into a joint powers agreement for 
maintenance of the park. 
 
The Park Board indicated that they would like four fields on the south park site, two 
which would be similar to Foundry Hill fields, and two which would have open outfields 
for more general use.  They also indicated they would like 1 or 2 fields on the north 
similar to the field facilities installed at Settlers Park. 
 
Gary Meyer stated that for youth soccer it would be nice to have 6-7 fields together. 
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Frankie Poplau stated that soccer is usually off season from softball and that fields can be 
overlaid onto the outfields to be used for soccer. 
 
The Park Board indicated they would like to view the wooded areas next Wednesday, 
March 16th at 4PM. 
 
3.  Settlers Park Sign Final Review 
 
Planner Ondich presented the final price estimate and final sign design for the Settlers 
Park Sign. 
 
J.C. Ingebrand stated that the city name on the sign should be spaced more vertically than 
it currently is. 
 
Planner Christianson asked where they would like the sign located on the park. 
 
The Park Board decided to decide upon that issue at the next Park Board Meeting. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that the “green meadow” sign should be done soon and that Les 
Johnson could do the sign. 
 
A motion was made by Mamer, seconded by Wilcox to approve the purchase of the 
Settlers Park Sign for a total of $2,225.00 from the 2005 Park Board Budget with the 
vertical wood grain sandblasting and the city name spacing corrected, which passed 
unanimously (5-0). 
 
Kay Wilcox asked if Cliff could evaluate the condition of the other signs in town and also 
asked staff to pass along the Settlers Park sign design and information to Steve Bruchman 
as an example for a new “Living Lab Sign”. 
 
5.  Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Meyer, seconded by Westall to approve the February 8, 2005 
meeting minutes, which passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
6.  Review Financial Reports 
 
A motion was made by Ingebrand, seconded by Westall to accept the Financial Report, 
which passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
Kay Wilcox asked if staff could bring a summary of what has been committed for 
spending from the Park Equipment Fund and 2005 Budget for next months financial 
report agenda item. 
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7.  Memorial Park Playground Discussion 
 
Planner Ondich presented a current aerial view of Memorial Park with the playground 
area outlined as well as the master plan drawing of the same area in Memorial Park.  
Planner Ondich also indicated that with two other projects on-going at Settlers Park and 
the Sliding Hill/Skate Park that there would only be approximately $35,000 in park 
equipment funds available for the project at this time. 
 
Gary Meyer stated that he sees the size of this park being similar to a neighborhood park 
such as Settlers or Foundry Hill. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that she would like to see the park relocated to the southern portion of 
the sandy area of the current park. 
 
Jim Westall asked if the current equipment could be re-used and that he did not think that 
one playground area would be enough for the Memorial Park. 
 
Kay Wilcox stated that a park should not be designed for its maximum use. 
 
Planner Christianson stated that the park equipment should be purchased by competitive 
bidding and that a bid specifications sheet would be prepared for review at next months 
meeting. 
 
8.  Greenway Trail Extension in Heritage Estates 
 
A site map of the proposed Greenway Trail Extension in Heritage Estates was presented 
for review showing that the trail currently ends in the middle of City owned property and 
could now connect to the east with Heritage Park.  It was estimated that the 280 lineal 
feet of trail would be approximately $4,200 and be completed with the Heritage 11th 
street construction project this summer. 
 
Gary Meyer asked why it had to go to the corner intersection. 
 
Planner Christianson stated that having the crossing at a controlled intersection would be 
desired. 
 
Gary Meyer asked if the City is still trying to exchange properties with Witt. 
 
Planner Christianson stated that the issue is being negotiated.  She added that a concrete 
sidewalk will be located on the east side of Lexington Avenue. 
 
Jim Westall stated that having a bituminous trail on the west side and a concrete sidewalk 
on the east side would be trail redundancy. 
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Planner Christianson stated that she would bring more information about the trail next 
month so a decision could be made. 
 
Kay Wilcox asked what the difference in the appraised value of the two lots discussed for 
trading was. 
 
Planner Christianson stated that the difference was $13,000 and that the appraisal showed 
that the City lot was worth more than Witt’s lot.  She added that Witt won’t trade even up 
but may agree to trade if a payment is made in addition from the Park Property 
Acquisition Fund. 
 
Jim Westall stated that Witt is donating the island in the development.  He stated that he 
did not support spending money in addition to trading the land. 
 
J.C. Ingebrand stated that the Park Board should not spend more than $15,000 in addition 
to the land trade. 
 
Gary Meyer stated that the Park Board should not spend more than $13,000 in addition to 
the land trade. 
 
9.  Miscellaneous 
 
A.  Settlers Park Playground Equipment Purchase. 
 
Planner Ondich presented information regarding the potential need to competitively bid 
the Settlers Park Playground Project or reduce the amount of the project below $50,000 
without splitting the contract.  He presented a new quotation from Flanagan Sales which 
reduced the price to below $50,000 including wood carpet fiber surfacing while only 
making minor changes to the playground equipment. 
 
The Park Board indicated that they would like to only have green, brown, and tan used as 
colors for the equipment and that extended poles on the structure should be in place so 
that a hex roof could be added later.   
 
A motion was made by Wilcox to purchase the park equipment based on the new bid 
using brown, green, and tan as the colors in the equipment, seconded by Mamer, which 
passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
B.  Kelly Mamer stated that she has information she will bring next month about a seed 
mix for detention basin use as well as information about algae control in the detention 
basins. 
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10.  Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Meyer, seconded by Mamer to adjourn at 8:52 p.m., which passed 
unanimously (5-0). 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Ken Ondich 


