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State of Minnesota } Special City Council Meeting

Counties of Scott & Le Sueur Monday, November 23, 2009
City of New Prague

Mayor Bender called the special meeting to order at 7:00 PM
with the following members present: Bender, Bartusek,
Betterton, Guerrette, Wilcox.

Staff Present: City Administrator Mike Johnson,Police Chief
Mark Vosejpka and Ambulance Director Bill VanCura.

Mayor Bender indicated that the purpose of the Special
Meeting was to begin discussion on the potential of upgrading
the City’s Ambulance Service from Basic Life Support (BLS) to
Advanced Life Support (ALS) with North Memorial Ambulance and
Queen of Peace Hospital.

City Administrator Johnson provided the City Council with a
historical overview of the issue, background information from
a similar proposal that was looked at by the City Council on
May 5, 2008, a summary of the ambulance service/providers
around the New Prague area, questions that should be examined
and explored in evaluating the proposed change and background
information on BLS/ALS differences.

Dr. Michael Wilcox, Medical Director of the New Prague
Ambullance Service since 1973 was present and recommended to
the City Council that they should consider upgrading the
service and provided a list of reasons to support the change.

Mary Klimp, CEO for the Queen of Peace Hospital, appeared
before the Council and indicated that a higher level of
ambulance care is required and needed for the area. The
hospital has been upgraded to a Level 11l Trauma Hospital and
this change would be beneficial to the area and hospital.
They also have an on-going partnership and relationship with
North Ambulance in the emergency room.

Dr. Eric Gage, Emergency Department Medical Director of Queen
of Peace and Dr. Marty Hermann, Staff Physician in Montgomery
both spoke i1n support of the proposed change In ambulance
service and the need to upgrade for patients.

Pat Coyne, Director of North Memorial Ambulance and Gary
Pearson of North were present. Mr. Coyne provided an
extensive overview and power point presentation on the
advantages of offering part-time ALS and how North Ambulance
could assist the City in an upgrade to the ambulance service
in partnership with the Queen of Peace Hospital. He
indicated that the City would continue to own the ambulance
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license and that any transition would take about 15-16 weeks
after approval of any change.

Mike Riker, a New Prague Ambulance EMT, made a presentation
to the Council on behalf of the EMT’s questioning the need to
upgrade the service especially 1f 1t was not to full-time
ALS. The service has been in existence for 41 years and they
take great pride In the service provided. They asked
numerous questions about the proposed change and the need to
change.

Council Members Wilcox, Betterton, Bartusek, Guerrette, and
Mayor Bender all posed numerous questions and had various
comments concerning the proposed change.

Andy Tich, Northfield Director of EMS was present and talked
about the changes of territory over near Elko-New
Market/Lonsdale, the change from BLS to ALS, and that they
could not provide service to New Prague.

There were various comments and questions poised from a
number of the EMT’s iIn attendance at the meeting.

After lengthy discussion on the topic and on the various
issues, the Mayor adjourned the meeting at 8:55 P.M.

W. A. Bender, Mayor

City of New Prague
ATTEST:

Michael J. Johnson
City Administrator



