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Mayor Nickolay called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the 
following members present: Nickolay, Bartusek, Bruzek, Jirik, 
Scripture  
  
Staff Present:  Mike Johnson, Ken Ondich, Jim Gareis, Glen Sticha, 
Patty Solheid, Mary Jo Hruby 
 
City Engineer Chris Cavett was also present 

  
   It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Scripture to approve the  
   agenda.  All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 

City Engineer Cavett provided an overview of the Municipal State Aid 
Funding Program on how the funding works and how it is distributed.   
In 2004, after the City’s population reached 5,000 persons, the City 
of New Prague became a designated State Aid City.  This designation 
allows the City access to the Highway Users Tax Distribution Fund (Gas 
Tax) for maintenance and construction of certain roadways within the 
City.  The funds are a distribution of gas tax dollars allocated to 
municipalities and are distributed to State Aid Cities through MnDOT 
State Aid.  The City is required to contract with a qualified 
engineering firm to complete the necessary services to benefit from 
the State Aid System dollars. 
 
It was moved by Bartusek and seconded by Bruzek to approve the 
Municipal State Aid Street Engineering Services Proposal with SEH. All 
voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
Region Nine Resource Development Planner Brent Pearson provided an 
overview of programs and services that are offered by the Development 
Commission.  The Regional Development Commission performs a variety of 
unique services based on the needs of their region.  They partner with 
numerous state and federal agencies, obtaining and administering 
grants for programs and projects at the local level.  Region Nine 
Development Commission is governed by volunteer board of directors 
composed of elected officials and business and community leaders.   
Mr. Pearson informed the Council that there is an opening on the 
Region Nine Development Commission Volunteer Board. The board meets 
three times a year and has various committees. 
 
Finance Director Solheid reviewed the revenue and expenditure 
amendments for the 2014 General Fund Budget.  The various departmental 
budgets are being increased by a total of $63,500 along with a 
corresponding decreasing total of $63,500 in the discretionary expense 
line item.  The net result of those changes is a net zero dollars.  
The other proposed expenditure amendment is to increase the operating 
transfer out by $100,000 for the Memorial Park Baseball Improvement 
Project and would result in the 2014 adopted budget going from 
$4,251,432 to $4,351,432. 
 
It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Jirik to approve  RESOLUTION 
#15-01-21-01 RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF NEW PRAGUE’S 2014 GENERAL 
FUND BUDGET.  All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
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Planning Director Ondich reviewed the Summary of 2014 Growth 
Statistics Report. The number of new single family construction 
permits increased from 17 in 2013 to 30 in 2014. Value of the 
constructed single family home permits increased by approximately 
$2,158,767 from 2013 to 2014.  The average new construction single 
family home values decreased from $198,439 in 2013 to $184,408 in 
2014.  For the eighth year in a row, there were no townhomes or 
multifamily housing units constructed.  The number of 
commercial/industrial permits fell slightly from 31 in 2013 to 26 in 
2014.  The value of commercial/industrial permits decreased from 
$2,780.91 in 2013 to $1,125,990 in 2014.  Some valuable projects were 
completed in 2014 including but not limited to a new building for 
O’Reilly Auto Parts, exterior remodel to Dairy Queen, patio area for 
Prairie Pond Vineyard and interior alterations at the New Prague 
Gymnastics Club. 
 
Planning Director Ondich reviewed the Comprehensive Plan miscellaneous 
updates to Chapter 1 – Introduction, Chapter 4 – Natural Resources, 
Chapter 9 – Community Facilities and Public Services, Chapter 10 – 
Public Utilities and Chapter 11 – Implementation of the Comprehensive 
Plan. There was a Public Hearing at the Planning Commission meeting on 
December 17, 2014 as required by State Statute. There were no public 
comments received at the Public Hearing.  Comments were received prior 
to the meeting by both Helena Township that they would like to work on 
updating their orderly annexation agreement and Scott County also 
noted that they would work with the City and Helena Township on the 
orderly annexation agreement updates.  Scott County suggested the 
addition of Scott County’s Natural Area corridors map. 
(The Amendments require 4 out of 5 on the Council to vote in the 
affirmative)  
 
Consensus of the Council was to approve the introduction and 1st 
reading of the Miscellaneous New Prague Comprehensive Plan Amendments 
and adopt at the February 17th City Council meeting when all the 
Council Members are present.  All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
Police Chief Gareis reviewed the Introduction of Ordinance Amending 
Section 72.02 of Chapter 72 Titled Parking Regulations of the City of 
New Prague.  The amendments provide clarification for residents 
regarding the parking restrictions and remove language today that 
might lead some residents to believe that the regulations only apply 
when it snows, which is not the case as currently written.  The 
Ordinance amendments require two readings followed by publication and 
an additional 30 days following publication before they become 
effective. 
 
It was moved by Bartusek and seconded by Bruzek to approve the 1st 
Reading of Ordinance Amending Section 72.02 of Chapter 72 Titled 
Parking Regulations of the City of New Prague. All voted in favor of 
the motion. (5-0) 
 
City Administrator Johnson reviewed a Resolution of Cooperation with 
New Prague Area School District #721 on Indoor Swimming Pool/Aquatic 
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Facility.  The School District is seeking a commitment from the City 
to share in covering some level of operating cost deficits if the 
District actually undertakes building a new indoor swimming pool. 
Details concerning the community’s use of the indoor swimming pool, 
gymnasium, meeting rooms, etc. would all have to be worked out in a 
new Joint Powers Agreement between the City and School District. 
 
It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Scripture to approve 
RESOLUTION #15-01-20-02 RESOLUTION OF COOPERATION WITH NEW PRAGUE AREA 
SCHOOL DISTRICT #721 ON INDOOR SWIMMING POOL/AQUATIC FACILITY.  All 
voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
Council Member Jirik questioned the payment to Rotary Club of New 
Prague on the Claims for Payment list.   
 
City Administrator Johnson will check into it. 
 
It was moved by Scripture and seconded by Bartusek to approve the 
following Consent Agenda items subject to taking Rotary Club of New 
Prague off the claims for payment list. 
A. Approve previous meeting minutes 
B. Approve claims for payment 
C. Approve monthly financials 
D. Approve New Prague Firemen’s Relief Association Application to  
   Conduct Off-Site Gambling on February 13, 2015 at the Knights of  
   Columbus Hall 
All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
Public Works Director Sticha reported on the January 14th Baseball 
Committee meeting.  I&S Group did a lot of work with pointing out 
possibilities and there was great input and discussion.  The next 
meeting will be January 28th at 6:00 in City Hall Council Chambers. 
 
Planning Director Ondich gave an update on the Trail Survey that 
residents filled out.  As of today, just under 300 paper copies were 
turned in and just about that many online.  He noted this is a very 
good return for this type of survey. 
 
Consensus of the Council is to interview for the Park Board vacancy 
before the next City Council meeting on February 2nd.   
 
It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Bartusek to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:50 p.m.  All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0)   
 
 
                                         __________________________ 
                                         Charles L. Nickolay, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
   
_______________________________ 
Michael J. Johnson 
City Administrator 


