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Mayor Nickolay called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the 
following members present: Nickolay, Bartusek, Bruzek, Jirik, 
Scripture  
  
Staff Present:  Mike Johnson, Ken Ondich, Jim Gareis, Glen Sticha, 
Bruce Reimers, Mary Jo Hruby 
 
City Administrator Johnson administered the Oath of Office to the 
newly elected Mayor Chuck Nickolay and Council Members Dave Bruzek and 
Amy Jirik.  

    
   It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Bruzek to approve the  
   agenda.  All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 

A proposal was received from Scott J. Riggs of Kennedy & Graven to 
continue as City Attorney for the year 2015. 
 
It was moved by Bartusek and seconded by Bruzek to approve the 
appointment of Scott J. Riggs of Kennedy & Graven as City Attorney.  
All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
It was moved by Bruzek and seconded by Scripture to appoint Council 
Member Bartusek as 2015 Council Vice-President.  All voted in favor of 
the motion. (5-0) 
 
Mayor Nickolay made the following Council nominations for appointments 
to serve on the various City Boards and Commissions: 
 

 Utility Commission – Amy Jirik 
 Park Board – Amy Jirik 
 Planning Commission – Mark Bartusek 
 Joint Powers (City/School District) – Pat Scripture 
 Golf Board – Pat Scripture 
 EDA (Mayor and 1 Council Member) - Chuck Nickolay/Mark Bartusek 
 Cedar Lake Sanitary District - Dave Bruzek 
 Scott County Transit Review Board – Chuck Nickolay 
 Ambulance Advisory Committee – Chuck Nickolay 
 New Prague Area Community Center Board – Dave Bruzek 
 
It was moved by Bartusek and seconded by Bruzek to approve the Mayor’s 
nominations for appointments to the various City Boards and 
Commissions. All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
Council Member Scripture questioned if a Council Representative should 
be appointed to the Charter Commission. 
 
City Administrator Johnson will check into it. 
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It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Bruzek to approve the 
following 2015 Personnel Appointments: 
 

  City Administrator – Michael J. Johnson 
  Police Chief/Emergency Management Director – James Gareis 
  Planning Director – Ken Ondich 
  Public Works Director – Glen Sticha 
  Utilities General Manager – Bruce Reimers 
  Finance Director – Patty Solheid 
 
It was moved by Scripture and seconded by Bartusek to approve the 
following 2015 Official City Depositories  
  Roundbank of New Prague 
  State Bank of New Prague 
  U S Bank of New Prague 
  Wells Fargo Bank of New Prague 
  Wells Fargo Advisors of New Prague 
RESOLUTION #15-01-06-01 RESOLUTION APPOINTING OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES 
FOR CITY FUNDS FOR 2015. All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Bruzek to designate the  
New Prague Times as the City’s official newspaper for 2015.  All voted 
in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Bruzek to appoint Chris 
Cavett, SEH as City Engineer.  All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Bruzek to appoint Terri 
Heuton, Springsted, Inc. as City Financial Advisor.  All voted in 
favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
It was moved by Bruzek and seconded by Bartusek to appoint John Utley, 
Kennedy & Graven, Inc. as City Bond Counsel.  All voted in favor of 
the motion. (5-0) 
 
It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Bartusek to approve the 
following Fire Department’s appointments: 
    Fire Chief – Jeremy Tikalsky 
    1st Asst. Chief – Tom Soukup 
    2nd Asst. Chief – Tom Musil 
    Captain 1 – Steve Rynda 
    Captain 2 – Phil Werner 
    Captain 3 – Curt Novotny 
    Lieutenant 1 – Greg Pint 
    Lieutenant 2 – Brad Novak 
    Training Officer – Steve Rynda 
    President – Terry Fahey 
    Secretary – Brad Novak 
Fire Chief 2 year term and Officers 1 year term. All voted in favor of 
the motion. (5-0)  
 
Mayor Nickolay thanked Fire Chief Jerry Novak for his service the last 
5 years.  
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It was moved by Bartusek and seconded by Scripture to approve the 
appointment of Mayor Nickolay, Council Member Bruzek and Council 
Member Jirik as Commissions to the Housing and Redevelopment Authority 
in and for the City of New Prague. RESOLUTION #15-01-06-02 RESOLUTION 
APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONERS TO THE HOUSING AND 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY IN AND FOR THE CITY OF NEW PRAGUE.  All voted 
in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
The Council reviewed the Golf Board’s recommendation to adjust the 
2014 Golf Course Consultant Agreement with Golf Management 
Enterprises, LLC (GME) with an increase to the contract by an 
additional 1.0%.  On December 2, 2013, the City Council approved the 
2014 Golf Course Consultant Agreement at a 2.0% increase.  Left open 
for discussion at the end of 2014, was an additional Agreement 
Amendment of up to 3.0% to the 2014 Agreement.  The additional 
consideration to the contract was to be evaluated through a 
determination by the Golf Board and City Council with regard to GME’s 
progress on addressing “Areas Needing Improvement by GME” in 2014. 
 
It was moved by Bartusek and seconded by Bruzek to approve the Golf 
Board’s recommendation to increase the 2014 Golf Management 
Enterprises, LLC contract by an additional 1.0% with the stipulation 
that Golf Board Chairman Mach provide a list to justify the 
improvements by GME before payment is made. All voted in favor of the 
motion. (5-0) 
 
Superintendent of Schools Tim Dittberner and Director of Business 
Services Sandy Linn reviewed the School District’s Facilities Task 
Force recommendation to the School Board which includes an indoor 
swimming pool connected to the Central Education Campus.  The School 
District is seeking joint partnership between the City and School on a 
conceptual cost sharing agreement on swimming pool operating costs up 
to approximately $75,000 on an annual basis if built.  
 
Consensus of the Council was to let the School Board know they have 
the City Council’s commitment and support. The Resolution of 
Cooperation between the New Prague School District and the City of New 
Prague will be provided at the January 20th City Council meeting.  
 
Planning Director Ondich reviewed the Variance request proposed by the 
Church of Saint Wenceslaus for parking lot regulations as follows: 
reduction from the required 15’ setback to 2nd Street NE to 0’, 
reduction from the 19.83’ stall depth on 45 degree angled parking to 
17.8’ and a variance to allow vehicles to back directly into the alley 
on the west side of the parking lot.  
 
It was moved by Bartusek and seconded by Scripture to approve 
RESOLUTION #15-01-06-03 RESOLUTION OF THE NEW PRAGUE CITY COUNCIL 
APPROVING VARIANCE (#V1-2014), FROM PARKING LOT REGULATIONS AS 
FOLLOWS: REDUCTION FROM THE REQUIRED 15’ SETBACK TO 2ND STREET NE TO 
0’, REDUCTION FROM THE 19.83’ STALL DEPTH ON 45 DEGREE ANGLED PARKING 
TO 417.8’ AND FINALLY A VARIANCE TO ALLOW VEHICLES TO BACK DIRECTLY 
INTO THE ALLEY ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE PARKING LOT, AS PROPOSED BY THE 
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CHURCH OF SAINT WENCESLAUS, NEW PRAGUE, MINNESOTA.  All voted in favor 
of the motion. (5-0) 
 
Mayor Nickolay thanked Amy Jirik for her 8½+ years of service on the 
Park Board and presented her with a Certificate of Appreciation.  Ms. 
Jirik has regretfully resigned from the Park Board due to her recent 
election to the New Prague City Council. 
 
The Council held discussion on the City’s current Parking Regulations 
(Chapter 72) Section 72.02 Restricted Parking Due to Snow. As written, 
the City Ordinance (72.02 A) is “prohibition” on parking “from 2:00 
A.M. until 5:00 A.M. of each day beginning November 1 of each year and 
until April 1 of the following year” unless exemptions are obtained 
from the Police Department or the Chief of Police as outlined in 
Sections 72.02 (C and D). 
 
Police Chief Gareis and Public Works Director Sticha reviewed with the 
Council why the Ordinance was adopted and the advantages to having the 
Ordinance.   
 
Consensus of the Council is to keep the Ordinance but change the 
Ordinance Title from “Restricted Parking Due to Snow”.    
 
Mayor Nickolay reported that the City Council had conducted an 
evaluation of City Administrator Johnson on December 15, 2014.    
Based on the evaluation, the Council approved a step increase from 
step 8 to step 9.  On behalf of the City Council, he thanked        
Mr. Johnson for his hard work and they appreciate him. 
 
It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Bruzek to approve the 
following Consent Agenda items: 
A. Approve previous meeting minutes 
B. Approve claims for payment 
C. Approve Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for St. Wenceslaus Church 
   on February 28, 2015. 
All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
   
Public Works Director Sticha informed the Council that at the next 
Baseball Committee meeting on January 16th, I & S Group will present a 
concept plan. The meeting will be at City Hall at 6:00 p.m. 
  
It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Bruzek to go into closed 
session per Minnesota Statute 13D.03 Subd. 1(b) for Labor Negotiations 
Strategy at 8:52 p.m.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
 
The Council went into Closed Session at 8:55 p.m. to consider Labor 
Agreement with Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc. (Police Union) for 
2015.   
 
It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Jirik to come out of closed 
session at 9:03 p.m. All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
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It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Jirik to approve Labor 
Agreement with Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc. (Police Union) for 
2015.  All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
It was moved by Bruzek and seconded by Nickolay to adjourn the meeting 
at 9:04 p.m.  All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0)   
 
 
                                         __________________________ 
                                         Charles L. Nickolay, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
   
_______________________________ 
Michael J. Johnson 
City Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 
 


