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Mayor Nickolay called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the 
following members present: Nickolay, Bartusek, Bruzek, Jirik, 
Scripture 
  
Staff Present:  Mike Johnson, Ken Ondich, Jim Gareis, Glen Sticha, 
Mary Jo Hruby 
 
City Engineer Chris Cavett was also present. 
 

   It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Bartusek to approve the  
   agenda.  All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 

City Engineer Chris Cavett reviewed the 2015 Street and Utility 
Improvement Project and presented a Resolution approving plans and 
specifications and ordering advertisement for bids.  Bids are proposed 
to be opened at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, March 27, 2015, with 
consideration of award by the City Council at the City Council meeting 
on April 6, 2015. 
 
It was moved by Bruzek and seconded by Bartusek to approve RESOLUTION 
#15-02-17-01; 2015 STREET AND UTILITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT APPROVING 
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ORDERING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS.  All 
voted in favor of the motion except Scripture voted against. (4-1) 
 
Fireman Gary Meyer reviewed with the Council the New Prague Volunteer 
Fireman’s Association’s request in August, 2014 to the City Council to 
increase their annual pension benefit amount.  The Council appointed 
Mayor Nickolay and former Council Member Ryan to meet with 
representatives of the New Prague Rural Fire Protection Association, 
the New Prague Fire Relief Association, New Prague Volunteer Firemen 
and City Staff on the proposed benefit change request. The 
recommendation that came out of the meetings from the City and Rural 
Representatives was to recommend to the City Council and the Rural 
Fire Association that the annual benefit level be increased from 
$3,050/year to $3,375/year of service effective March 1, 2015. 
 
It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Scripture to approve the 
benefit increase to $3,375/year and approve RESOLUTION #15-02-17-02 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE BYLAWS OF THE NEW PRAGUE VOLUNTEER FIREMEN’S 
RELIEF ASSOCIATION. All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
Planning Director Ondich reviewed the Ordinance Amending Sections III 
and VII of the New Prague Zoning Ordinance relating to exterior 
storage.  The topic of revisions to the exterior storage section of 
the Zoning Ordinance was discussed at the September 2, 2014 City 
Council meeting where the Council voted to have the Planning 
Commission review the subject and come up with workable language to 
have better definitions in the Ordinance. Comments received and items 
discussed at the Planning Commission meetings were in regards to the 
parking of larger sized campers and RVs and whether or not to include 
a minimum 6’ setback from recreational vehicles or equipment to 
property lines and within easement areas and regarding screening 
requirements.  



                                                                                                                          622                
State of Minnesota   City Council Meeting         

Counties of Scott & Le Sueur   Tuesday, February 17, 2015 
City of New Prague                                                  

  

      City Council Proceedings             

}
The Planning Commission scheduled a Public Hearing on the proposed 
Ordinance amendment at the January 28, 2015 meeting. The comments 
received at the Public Hearing are generally summarized by noting 
residents’ concern about recreational vehicles or equipment for 
camping purposes not being allowed on their driveway during the winter 
months (Nov. 1 through March 31) as many of them noted that depending 
on weather they use their recreational vehicles/campers during the 
winter months or prior to the April 1st date.  The Planning Commission 
further modified the proposed language to better define winter use 
items and summer use items and that recreational vehicles or campers 
used for camping purposes are not subject to the winter or summer use 
time periods as it is an activity that can be used year around.  Staff 
and the Planning Commission recommend the City Council hold the first 
reading of the Ordinance Amending Sections III and VII of the New 
Prague Zoning Ordinance Relating to Exterior Storage and hold second 
reading at the March 2, 2015 City Council meeting. 
 
It was moved by Scripture and seconded by Bartusek to dispense of the 
reading and approve the 1st Reading of ORDINANCE #280 AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING SECTIONS III AND VII OF THE NEW PRAGUE ZONING ORDINANCE 
RELATING TO EXTERIOR STORAGE.  All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
City Administrator Johnson presented an Ordinance amending Chapter 
110, Title XI of the New Prague City Code Relating to Chemical Lawn 
Spraying Firms.  City Staff has encountered difficulties with chemical 
lawn spraying firms in being able to provide a performance bond 
(generally attributable to cost of the bond).  Following a review, the 
City Attorney is proposing providing chemical lawn applicator’s with 
the alternative of either providing the performance bond or a 
demonstration that they have liability insurance. 
 
Discussion was held on listing the City as additional insured and the 
time of application being April 15 and October 31.  City Administrator 
Johnson will check into this.    
 
It was moved by Bruzek and seconded by Scripture to dispense with the 
reading and approve the 1st Reading of ORDINANCE #279 AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 114, TITLE XI OF THE NEW PRAGUE CITY CODE OF 
ORDINANCES RELATING TO CHEMICAL LAWN SPRAYING FIRMS.  All voted in 
favor of the motion. (5-0) 
 
Planning Director Ondich provided a Resolution approving the 
miscellaneous New Prague Comprehensive Plan Amendments to Chapter 1 – 
Introduction; Chapter 4 – Natural Resources, Chapter 9 – Community 
Facilities and Public Services, Chapter 10 – Public Utilities and 
Chapter 11 – Implementation of the Comprehensive Plan. There was a 
Public Hearing at the Planning Commission meeting on December 17, 2014 
as required by State Statute. Mr. Ondich provided a PowerPoint 
presentation with all the Chapter updates at the January 20th City 
Council meeting and the City Council determined that final action 
would be taken at the February 17th City Council meeting. (The 
Amendments require 4 out of 5 on the Council to vote in the 
affirmative)  
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It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Bruzek to approve RESOLUTION 
#15-02-17-03 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE MISCELLANEOUS NEW PRAGUE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 1–IMPLEMENTATION, CHAPTER 4– 
NATURAL RESOURCES, CHAPTER 9-COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICES, 
CHAPTER 10–PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CHAPTER 11–IMPLEMENTATION.   
Upon Roll Call the following vote was recorded: 
 

               Ayes      Nays 
 Nickolay         X     ____ 
 Bartusek     X     ____ 
 Bruzek        X     ____ 
 Jirik      X     ____ 
 Scripture        X     ____ 
 

Motion carried. (5-0) 
                     
Planning Director Ondich reviewed the Park Board recommendation to 
explore acquisition of 510 and 514 E. Main Street properties.  While 
the Comprehensive Plan does not specifically mention Memorial Park as 
needing expansion, it does note that future improvements could include 
a band shell among other improvements, as well as noting that the life 
cycle of parks needs to be planned for including population growth in 
the City.  Memorial Park is a Community Wide Park which serves the 
entire community which will continue to grow and therefore lands added 
to the park would be warranted. Any specific purchase or appraisal 
discussion should be conducted in a closed session with the City 
Council.  
 
City Administrator Johnson informed the Council that Mr. Vose, Cable 
TV Attorney with Kennedy & Graven is recommending that the City 
Council call for a Public Hearing on March 2, 2015 to consider oral 
and written testimony concerning the request by Comcast to transfer 
its cable franchise to GreatLand Connections, and the associated 
proposal to extend such franchise for one (1) year.   
  
It was moved by Jirik and second by Bruzek to call for a Public 
Hearing on the Transfer of Control of the Cable Television Franchise 
and Cable System from Comcast Corporation to GreatLand Connections, 
Inc. for March 2, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.  All voted in favor of the motion. 
(5-0) 
 
It was moved by Scripture and seconded by Bartusek to approve the  
following Consent Agenda items: 
A. Approve previous meeting minutes 
B. Approve claims for payment 
C. Approve monthly financials 
D. Approve Minnesota Lawful Gambling LG220 Application for Exempt  
   Permit for New Prague Clay Target Club to conduct raffle on May 28,  
   2015.  
All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0) 
  
Public Works Director Sticha reported on the February 11th Baseball 
Committee meeting. They came up with a list of things to be done and 
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the year it is to be done.  The next meeting will be on February 25th 
at 5:00 in the Police Department Conference Room. 
 
City Administrator Johnson reminded the Council of the LMC Legislative 
Conference on Thursday, March 5th and to let him know if planning on 
attending so he can send in the registration. 
 
It was moved by Nickolay and seconded by Bruzek to adjourn the meeting 
at 8:08 p.m.  All voted in favor of the motion. (5-0)  
 
                                         __________________________ 
                                         Charles L. Nickolay, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
   
_______________________________ 
Michael J. Johnson 
City Administrator 


