Meeting Minutes
New Prague Charter Commission
Wednesday, July 9, 2014

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairperson Kay Wilcox with the
following members present: Maggie Bass, Paul Flick, Mary Klimp, Jim Kratochvil,
and Pat Scripture. Commission Members Shawn Ryan, Ben Bartusek and Brad Carlson
arrived after the start of the meeting.

Staff Present: City Administrator Johnson and City Attorney Scott Riggs

2. Minutes

It was moved by Bass, seconded by KIimp to approve the minutes from May 28, 2014
by adding Sections 3.12 and 3.14 to the list of Sections being amended.

Motion carried. (6-0)

* Commission Member Ryan arrived at 6:04 p.m.
3. Continue Review of City Charter Chapters -

Chairperson Wilcox indicated that the next item of business was to review the
changes to Chapters 1-2-3 prior to beginning review on Chapters 4-12.

Maggie Bass suggested a number of changes to the revisions that had to do with
capitalization of words, minor word changes, etc. that the City Attorney would
look at for consistency within the entire Charter. Specifically, areas to re-
examine from the original re-vision would include:

1.02 City — 1st Letter

2.01 Council, Government

2.05 New Language/Council

2.06 Governor of the State of Minnesota

3.08 Members

3.16 Add “an electronic version”

* Commission Member Ben Bartusek arrived at 6:07 p.m.

2.04 ? Removal of Fire Department by Pat Scripture

3:07/3.08 Review with Mike -? Need to develop rules of procedure for the City
Council and attempt to define difference between ordinances,
resolutions and motions.

3.01 Meeting date discussion

* Commission Member Brad Carlson arrived at 6:30 p.m.

The Commission next began their review of proposed changes to Charter
Chapters 4-12.

4_.01 Remove ‘“‘commencing in 1994~
Should it be “municipal” or “city” election?
4_.02 Should something be added “pursuant to Section 12.01” after “published
notice” to be clear where or in what the notice has to be published?
4:03 Leave as is; $5.00 Filing Fee is as set in City Charter or under MN.
Statute 205.13 Subd 3.c. the fee in a fourth class cities is $2.00.
5.01 Change ““the” in front of Charter to “this”
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5.03 Scott to look at 31 days with possible change to “30 days™”; is this
“calendar” days or “business” days?

5.04 Scott to clarify 30 day issue and to whom or what office should the
petition be filed with? (Presumably — Office of City Administrator)

5.05 Scott will review and modify with his recommendations on petition ‘“the
levy of taxes™.

5.06 Change the to “an” iIn front of initiative.

5.07 New — Recall provision? Nothing should be added.

6.01 Delete entire sentence — “The City Administrator need not be a resident
of the City at the time of appointment, and may reside outside the City
while In office with the approval of the Council. “MN Statute 415.16
prohibits residency requirement.

Scott to review and delete “with the approval of the Council”. There may
be a need for a sentence to reference City Administrator and City Clerk
in this section.

6.02 Subd. 2. Recommend striking “but the Council may, in its discretion,
exclude the Administrator from any meeting at which removal is
considered.” Scott to review as this may not be legal to do.

Subd. 6. Scott to review and revise. The question was raised whether the
City Administrator should continue to perform this role or should it be
His/her designee (City Engineer or Public Works Director). After
discussion,

Commission Members Bass, Carlson, Flick, Klimp, Ryan, Scripture and
Wilcox thought the City Administrator’s position should be taken out of
this section and Commission Members Bartusek and Kratochvil thought it
should remain as is (vote of 7-2 to change wording).

6.04 Discussion on $5,000 threshold was reviewed. Recommendation to set limit
by City Council should be a Resolution, not City Charter. Scott will
look at revise section to comply with MN Statutes if necessary.

6.05 Scott to clarify that the City Clerk and City Administrator positions are
one iIn the same. Staff and Scott will also discuss the Treasurer and
Finance Director positions. Need to capitalize “secretary” in the third

sentence.
6.06 Should ““Courts of this State” be “courts of the State of Minnesota”?
Scott — ok.

6.07 This provision needs to be revised since the City contracts with the two
counties (Scott and Le Sueur) for assessing services. Add “of Minnesota”
after “General Law of the State”.

7.03 Scott to look at wording and consider revisions.

7.04 Scott to look at wording and consider revisions. “appendixes” should be
“Appendices”. Should “and this Charter” be removed from the 37 to the
last line in the section?

7.05 Consider changing “program” to “plan”? The Council should determine the
number of Fiscal years needed for the capital Improvement program versus
specifying this in the Charter.

7.06 Add “of the City” at the end of the 3rd sentence.

7.08 Leave as is.

7.11 “1t” in the last sentence should be changed to “An emergency debt
certificate”.

8.01 Leave as is.

8.03 Should “law” be changed to ‘“code” at the end of 1st sentence? Scott to
review and see iITf any changes need to occur. Does any reference need to
be made to Minnesota Statute Chapter 4297?
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In what “publication” shall the “publication” occur in? The City has a
cable television franchise agreement with BevComm and Comcast; a natural
gas franchise agreement with Reliant Energy Minnegasco (now CenterPoint
Energy); and the Electric Agreement with Minnesota Valley Electric
Cooperative expired in December “2013.

Can we better define who the “electors” are in this section?

Is the ten (10) days calendar or business days? Scott to verify.

Scott to look at this section concerning “Franchise value”. Is it
needed or is it vague?

“Governmental” should not be first-letter capitalized. Scott - ok.
Scott to review to see if any changes are needed.

Scott to help define which elected or appointed officer’s need to take
the oath of office. The oath can only be administered by an official
“Notary Public”. Scott to review, modify and make changes to this
section. Consider taking out the word “devolving”.

Scott will review with City Staff the requirements for official bonds on
various employees, officers, etc. Mike will verify insurance coverage
with Tupy Insurance. The second to the last sentence in the Section is
in need of clarity.

Scott will review who i1s an “officer of the City” and provide further
clarity and definition.

Ordinance requirement is correct. Scott will review the last two
sentences in this Section to determine legal necessity.

Ordinance requirement is correct. Ok as is otherwise.

Scott to review and determine necessity; Remove unnecessary sections

or language as determined.

Scott to review and determine necessity; Remove unnecessary sections

or language as determined.

Scott to review and determine necessity; Remove unnecessary sections

or language as determined.

Scott to review and determine necessity; Remove unnecessary sections

or language as determined.

Scott to review and determine necessity; Remove unnecessary sections

or language as determined.

Scott to review and determine necessity; Remove unnecessary sections

or language as determined.

ok as 1is.

Revise following changes and adoption by the City Council

The Commission discussed setting the date for their next meeting on August 20,
2014 and cancelling their July 23, 2014 meeting due to the fact that they
completed their review of all of the Charter sections. The City Attorney will
need extra time to put together the proposed red line changes to the sections
4-12_. There was discussion to add the term for the Mayor to the next agenda
which had previously been voted on to increase from 2 to 4 years.

Adjournment - Motion by Bartusek, seconded by Scripture to adjourn at 8:33 p.m.

Motion carried 9-0.

Respectfully Submitted

Mary Klimp
Secretary/Treasurer
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