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Meeting Minutes 
New Prague Park Board 
Tuesday, August 11, 2015 

6:30 PM 
 
 
 
1.  Call Meeting to Order 
  
The regular meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Chair Sticha.  Members present were 
Cory Magnuson, Mike Puncochar, Amy Jirik, Cortney Amundson and Julia Bartusek.  
Absent was Maggie Bass and Terry Murtaugh (arrived at 6:44PM).  Staff present was Ken 
Ondich – Planning / Community Development Director.   
 
2.  Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Magnuson, seconded by Amundson to approve the July 14, 2015 
regular meeting minutes.  Motion carried (5-0). 
 
3.  Review Financial Reports 
 
Planning Director Ondich presented the financial reports to the Park Board noting that during 
the month of July there was $1,059.96 added to the Park Equipment Fund from 2 new home 
permits being issued and that 12 new home permits have been issued so far in 2015.   
 
A motion was made by Jirik seconded by Magnuson to accept the financial reports as 
presented.  Motion carried (5-0). 
 
4.  New Prague Area Pickleball Association Budget Request for 2016 
 
Betsy Lasch and Dan Puls from the New Prague Area Pickleball Association were present to 
address the Park Board. 
 
Betsy Lasch stated that they have full non-profit status and have an account for donations set 
up at Wells Fargo.  She stated that they also have a website and by-laws established.  She 
stated that they have enough funds committed at this point to paint four courts on Friday 
August 14th by C&H Sport Courts.   
 
Dan Puls stated that donations have been committed by Mayo/The Fitness Center, the 
Teachers Association, Fishtale Grill and the Fire Department.  He stated that the cost was 
$350 for each court but that the company doing the striping offered to do them for only $300 
apiece.  He showed the Park Board an example of the portable nets that they also need to 
obtain and asked that the Park Board provide funding for 5 or 6 nets at a total of $160 each.  
He stated that they have pickleball nights established with community education for this fall 
at one of the school gymnasiums and hope to get interest going before that starts with some 
use of the outdoor courts.  He stated that they would like to work with the city to establish a 
couple of nights a week where the court areas would be reserved for pickleball use as they 
are also dual use as basketball courts at both Heritage Park and Foundry Hill Park.  He 
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indicated that any money they obtain would go back into the courts and equipment for the 
playing of pickleball in the City.   
 
Betsy Lasch added that they will have voluntary “memberships” available for those that are 
interested but that anyone could play either indoor or outdoor without being a member or 
paying.   
 
Amy Jirik stated that in order to be equitable with the other associations in the City she 
would not want any park board support to be for equipment but rather for the courts.  She 
stated that the City and Park Board does not buy equipment, such as nets, for other sports 
associations so she thinks the Park Board contribution should be limited to paying for lines 
for the courts.   
 
The Park Board discussed if Park Equipment Fund 230 could be used to pay for striping of 
courts in 2015 or 2016.  
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that this would be an added amenity so that it would be an 
eligible expense for the Park Equipment Fund 230 in 2015 or 2016 but noting that in 2015 it 
would require a budget amendment.   
 
A motion was made by Puncochar, seconded by Sticha, to recommend that the Park Board 
Park Equipment Fund 230 Budget be amended in 2015 to pay for the striping of a total of 
four pickleball courts at Foundry Hill Park and Heritage Park at a cost not to exceed $1,200.  
Motion carried (5-0). 
 
5.  Update on Settlers Park Project 
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that included in the packet was a memo that will be provided 
to the City Council regarding the status of the Settlers Park Field Repurposing project and the 
quotes received that exceeded the 2015 Budget.  He stated that staff suggests budgeting 
$79,000 in the 2016 Park Board Budget to complete the project in 2016 but with bidding to 
occur in January or February to hopefully obtain more favorable quotes.   
 
6.  2016 Park Board Budget Process 
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that included for the Park Board’s review is the drafted 2016 
to 2019 Project Plan.    He stated that included was the $79,000 budget amount to complete 
the Settlers Park Field Repurposing Project which is a carry-over form 2015.  The Park Board 
reviewed and discussed a list of projects including the Settlers Park Project as well as a 
sidewalk connection at Heritage Park, adding water service to the warming house at Sliding 
Hill Skate Park and finally replacing some plantings at Philipps Park with native plants.   
 
A motion was made by Puncochar, seconded by Magnuson, to request $90,000 for the 2016 
Park Board Budget based on the drafted 2016 project list reviewed at the meeting.  Motion 
carried (5-0).   
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7.  Miscellaneous 
 

a. Visioning for Future Recreational Facility Needs – Update – Planning Director 
Ondich stated that since last month’s Park Board meeting the City Council discussed 
the indoor pool and possible additional outdoor amenities at their August 3rd meeting.  
He stated that on August 4th the Pool Task Force met to discuss the indoor pool and 
possible outdoor amenities as well and that input from the City Council at their 
meeting on August 3rd led to consensus that the proposed indoor amenities which 
could include the recreational pool area and some added amenities to the large pool to 
allow for volleyball, basketball and a floatable play apparatus would be acceptable at 
an approximate $1.1 million dollar cost to the City with only an outdoor 
sunbathing/patio area being added to the plan.  He stated that at the August 4th Pool 
Task Force meeting this information was relayed and will be incorporated into the 
plans.  He stated that the one item that may be removed from the indoor amenity list 
would be the Aquaclimb climbing wall as it may interfere with the view of the pool 
during swim meets and that other options are being explored.  He stated that a public 
hearing would likely be scheduled for the Tuesday, September 8th City Council 
meeting to gather input from the public regarding the recreational amenities the City 
has added to the schools indoor pool project as well as regarding the status of the 
existing outdoor pool which could be closed once the indoor pool is up and running.   
 
Chair Sticha left the meeting at 7:35PM with Vice Chair Magnuson assuming the 
Chair’s duties for the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Terry Murtaugh stated that she believed that residents of the City will want to 
continue to have an outdoor pool area.   
 
Courtney Amundson stated that she agreed that an outdoor pool provides a need in 
the summer to be outside and have such a facility.   
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that next spring the improvements at Cedar Lake 
Farm Regional Park would be completed which includes a greatly enhanced beach, 
but noted that he understands that there are many people who would not consider 
swimming in a lake compared to a chlorinated outdoor pool.   
 
Amy Jirik stated that there is not room to add outdoor aquatic amenities adjacent to 
the indoor pool without losing too much parking.   

 
b. Bicycle Friendly Community Application Feedback – Planning Director Ondich 

stated that included with the packet was a document that provides feedback on the 
Bicycle Friendly Community Application that was not approved earlier this year.  He 
stated that staff will continue to work on items as appropriate. 
 

c. Map Kiosks at Memorial Park – Planning Director Ondich stated that two of the 
six map kiosks had been installed at Memorial Park.  He stated that temporary 
walking and biking routes were placed in them but that this fall he would be working 
on new maps and other information to include in the kiosks.  He stated that the other 
kiosks would be installed as time permits.    
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d.  Memorial Park Oral Cabin Update – Planning Director Ondich stated that 
included in the packet was a memo that was provided to the City Council at their 
August 3rd meeting regarding the cabin in Memorial Park regarding some 
improvements being made and also the plans to have the cabin open during Dozinky 
Days for public viewing.   

 
7.  Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Murtaugh, seconded by Amundson to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 
PM.  Motion carried (5-0).   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Ken Ondich 
Planning / Community Development Director 


