
Page 1 of 4 
New Prague Park Board Meeting Minutes 
September 10, 2013 

Meeting Minutes 
New Prague Park Board 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 
6:30 PM 

 
 
 
1.  Call Regular Meeting to Order 
  
The meeting was called to order at 6:31 PM by Chair Maggie Bass.  Members present 
were Sharon Brown, Mike Sticha, Amy Jirik, Matthew Lasch, David Bruzek and Youth 
Representative Aaron Dodge.  Absent was Chris Millard.  Staff present was Ken Ondich 
– Planning Director and Jim Calliguri – Parks Maintenance Supervisor.   
 
2.  Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Brown, seconded by Lasch to approve the August 13, 2013 
regular meeting minutes with a correction made to the last line of Item #5 and also a 
correction made to Item #7a.  Motion carried (6-0, Millard Absent). 
 
3.  Review Financial Reports 
 
Planning Director Ondich presented the financial reports to the Park Board, noting that 
during the month of August an additional $397.37 was added to the Park Equipment 
Fund from new residential home permits. 
 
A motion was made by Jirik, seconded by Sticha to accept the financial reports as 
presented.  Motion carried (6-0). 
 
4.  2014 Park Board Budget – Review Projects and Goals 
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that at the August Park Board meeting staff was asked to 
compile a list of project costs for a picnic shelter at Heritage Park, Field Drainage at 
Memorial Park Softball Fields, Electric Services for the picnic shelters at Settlers and 
Southside Park, trail grooming for cross country skiing for the golf course, a woodchip 
trail through the Bisek property to connect the Heritage and Greenway Trails temporarily 
and finally gauging interest on a possible future dog park.  He stated that costs were 
determined for the electric services and the new picnic shelter at Heritage Park which 
total the full $20,000 request for the 2014 Park Board budget.  He stated that the 
proposed new picnic shelter could be allotted to the Park Equipment Fund which would 
deplete most of the money in the fund but would open up the 2014 Park Board Budget to 
one of the many other projects which have been identified. 
 
Amy Jirik asked about the placement of the shelter at Heritage Park and if it would fit 
with the future expansion of the park.   
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Planning Director Ondich stated that it would be placed in the open area north of the 
playground area and that he agreed they did not yet know what the future development of 
the park would be but that it would probably close to 10 additional acres that would be 
obtained.   
 
Jim Calliguri noted that a similarly designed shelter at Settlers Park may only be reserved 
two times a summer, but they are used quite often for more informal gatherings and for 
shade. 
 
Maggie Bass asked if the City had looked into a scaled down version of the picnic 
shelter.   
 
Jim Calliguri stated that that it could be designed smaller, but that essentially the building 
code requirements with the current open design required certain specifications which 
couldn’t be removed from the plan and therefore wouldn’t save significant money if the 
shelter were reduced in size.   
 
Sharon Brown asked if simple shade structures could be purchased with removable 
covers. 
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that he would check into the idea and that it had been 
looked at a few years ago but was not deemed cost effective at that time.   
 
Amy Jirik asked if the bridge in Greenway Park needed work. 
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that the bridge was listed in the Comprehensive Plan as 
needing replacement and that an estimate had not been determined but that it could be 
quite expensive.   
 
Dave Bruzek asked if MVEC had been asked to donate the electric service for the park 
shelter. 
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that they had not asked MVEC to donate the service.  
 
Mike Sticha asked what other cities had for park funding.   
 
Maggie Bass asked that all Park Board members bring their final list of project ideas to 
the October Park Board meeting. 
 
Dave Bruzek stated that the Council would like to see projects listed out a few years as 
well in addition to those for 2014.   
 
5.  Letter Requesting Sale of Park Property – Southside Park 
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that following the survey of the Southside Park property, 
a resident submitted a letter asking if they can purchase some of the park property 
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immediately south of their lot.  The resident lives at 215 5th Street SW.  He stated that in 
talking with City Attorney Scott Riggs that the City could consider selling the property if 
they so desired unless there was a deed restriction which would prevent it and that there 
is also an alley between the private property and City park property that could be vacated.   
 
The Park Board discussed the request and noted that they did not want to set a precedent 
in selling park property and further had recently just acquired additional park land for 
Southside Park last winter.   
 
A motion was made by Jirik, seconded by Brown to deny the consideration of the sale of 
property at Southside Park to the residents at 215 5th Street SW.  Motion carried (6-0).   
 
6.  Miscellaneous 
 

a. CPL Grant Application – Settlers Park – Planning Director Ondich stated that 
he submitted an application for the DNR Conservation Partners Legacy Funding 
for the Native Prairie Restoration at Settlers Park.  He stated that he had to apply 
for the traditional application process which did not require hunting on the land 
but was told by DNR staff that the project still might not rank well because we 
don’t allow hunting on the land.  He stated that the funding announcements 
should be made this fall.  He stated that the grant application is for approximately 
$25,000 with a $2,500 local match required. 

 
b. Re-Use of Former Armory Building (301 Lexington Ave. S.) – Planning 

Director Ondich stated that he had given a building tour to Three Rivers Park 
District following last month’s meeting and they had indicated that they likely 
would not need the entire building and would be discussing the possibility of 
using the building further at internal meetings.  He also stated that Mary Zard of 
Hymnus stated that she did not intend to extend the Concession Agreement for 
her group to continue to occupy the building past December 31, 2013.   
 
The Park Board discussed various ideas and asked staff if a teen center had been 
explored in the past. 
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that a group had asked about a teen center in the 
past and it was not selected and instead the Hymnus Group’s proposal was 
chosen.  He stated that adjacent property owners also had concerns about a teen 
center with noise. 
 
The Park Board asked if the Community Education Department might be 
interested in the building.   
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that he would ask them.  He also noted that the 
building may need some work before a new group could use it as it appeared the 
front ADA door was not functioning properly and there were some areas in the 
building where it appeared water had gotten into the building at doorways.   
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c. Dog Park Article – Park and Rec. Business Magazine – Planning Director 

Ondich stated that as information he included an article about funding dog parks 
without taxpayer dollars being involved.   
 

7.  Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Bruzek, seconded by Sticha to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 PM.  
Motion carried 6-0.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Ken Ondich 
Planning Director 
 


