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ATradition of Progress

Chat with your Ci’r Administrator
By: Joshua Tetzlaff

A new year is upon us and that means that politics have ramped up on the State and
Federal levels. This usually plays out as newly elected members of government trying to prove
their importance and long-time members trying to teach the “rookies” how it is done. From far
away, this “game” seems to always result in the same arguing, name-calling, and smearing
that results in either nothing getting done or legislation getting passed that ignores real
problems on the local level in the name of partisanship and “winning.” The game has also
done a wonderful job at getting us to look at our neighbors with leery eyes as we wonder
“which side they are on.”

While local politics can certainly have the same feel at times, you as citizens have a much
greater access to affect change in your community than it may feel you do at the State and
Federal levels. In the state of Minnesota, citizens are granted the right to address their city
councils and county commissioners during regularly scheduled meetings. This level of access
to the direct decision-making process is why, in many ways, working through your local
government is a person’s best chance to affect change in their community and their day-to-
day lives.

So, as we go into the new year and elected officials at higher levels of government posture
for lobbyist and voters of future elections, reach out to your local commissioners and
councilmembers. Take advantage of the opportunity to tell them what you approve of, and
what you disapprove of. County commissioners and city councilmembers live in the same
communities you do. The vast majority of them are not career politicians and are just trying to
give back to their communities and affect a positive change for the future health of the
community and future citizens. When commissioners and councilmembers make decisions,
many of them do so trying to think about how their decisions will not only affect the entire
community next year, but also the effects a project or issue will have on the community in five,
ten, and even twenty years. And it is hearing from you that helps them form decisions. Only
hearing from people who support or oppose a decision can drastically shape the perception
of how an entire community feels about a project or issue.

All that being said, being a local elected official is many times a thankless job with little
benefit other than everyone in the community now having access to your phone number.
Elected officials have to make decisions that are never popular with everyone and many times
they then hear it from people that disagree with them, often in ways that would cause many
of us to scold our children if we heard them speaking that way. The vast majority of elected
officials are willing to take that heat because they feel they are creating positive change. So,
when we reach out to express our opinions on decisions those leaders make, whether at a
board meeting or on social media, please try to remember that these are our neighbors who
want to see New Prague, Scott County, and Le Sueur County thrive as much as you do. You
may ultimately disagree with how to create that better future, but that doesnt mean we
aren’t all on the same team. Let's not let the divisiveness and mudslinging of higher levels of
government seep into our local governance.
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