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Happy New Year! | hope 2025 finds all of you well. | will be
starting my 5th year as your mayor. | want to thank everyone
that voted for me in the past election. There will be a
couple of projects coming up next year that | would like to

talk about. The first is going to be the final full reconstruction project of a
Capital Project Plan that was started by the City Council about 25 years
ago. All streets and infrastructures will be updated for the next 20 to 30
years.

Secondly is the POPS Stage, which will be located in what is called the
“city center” currently. | am hoping that some construction will start this
summer and that the first phase of the project will be completed.

Also, for information, City staff has been applying for grant money
through MnDOT (Minnesota Department of Transportation) for funds to help
with the improvement of 4th Avenue NW and 7th Street NW by the Fire
Station to possibly put a roundabout at that intersection for the safety of
drivers and pedestrians. We tried unsuccessfully once, but we will keep
trying to get funds and assistance to improve this intersection. Another
street that we are applying for funds through MnDOT is the repaving of 10th
Avenue SE. Again, we tried once unsuccessfully, but we continue trying. Not
only do we try to apply for funds, but between the City Administrator, the
City Council and myself, we go to St. Paul and meet with our Senators and
Representatives to address concerns. We have spoken about the concerns
that | just mentioned, along with other concerns we may have in the city or
concerns about the legislature enacting laws that would affect the citizens
of New Prague in a negative way.

The first part of the year is typically busy with planning everything we
need to do as your City Council for the rest of the year. If there are any
questions, you can always get ahold of City Administrator Joshua Tetzlaff,
or myself, and speak to us about your concerns or ideas.

| want to wish everyone the best of luck for 2025 and remember to live
each day to the fullest, as it can change in the blink of an eye. Thank you!

e Most home fires occur
in the winter and peak
in January.

A fire is reported in
Minnesota every 36
minutes
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DID YOU KNOW? .

FREEZE OUT WINTER FIRES

e Keep all doors and windows that could be used
for an escape route clear of snow and ice.

e Keep all vents (fireplace, dryer, furnace, oven)
clear of snow, ice, and debris.

e Never use a blow torch to thaw frozen pipes. .

e Use flashlights, not candles, if you lose power.

e Keep anything that can burn at least three feet
from heat sources; do not use your oven to heat
your home.

e Always plug space heaters directly into an
outlet, never plug it into an extension cord
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Each year in the United States, there
is more than $2 billion in property
loss due to winter home fires.

A1% of fire deaths occurred in
November, December, and January.

e Over the last five years in Minnesota,
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