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PRAGUE

ATradition of Progress

“Men occasionally stumble over the truth, but most of them pick themselves
up and hurry off as if nothing has happened.” - Winston S. Churchill

On an early Monday morning in 1985, | and about thirty or so other
volunteers completed a clean-up and scrubbing of Main Street. An
opportunity for many of us to see what it was like to man a fire hose. Of
course we had the assistance, direction, and cooperation of a number of our
local fireman, so as not to cause any damage to the business buildings or to
ourselves. These volunteers from local businesses were a part of one of the
first initiatives of the New Prague Community Revitalization project of the
Chamber of Commerce. The downtown area was declining and Main Street
needed attention. There were a few vacant buildings and other buildings that
some would say looked “unkept”. One could literally see all sorts of things
growing through the cracks and crevices of the sidewalks.

After the Main Street was cleaned, Mayor Schoenecker proclaimed that
community Clean-up Days would take place to encourage further community
wide clean up and civic pride. As a new member of the Board of the
Chamber of Commerce that year, | was able to participate and witness a
remarkable time in our town's history. It would have been easy to be a cynic
back then, and maintain the status quo, possibly let things just take care of
themselves, do nothing.

Fortunately, a number of people, principally members of New Prague
Opportunities and the Chamber of Commerce, were able to look at our
community’s circumstances with an open mind to consider the possibilities.
Many ideas big and small were created to help “revitalize’ our town. Money
was raised to allow the Chamber to hire Bill Frost as a full-time executive
director. Bill would provide organizational leadership and community building
for many initiatives to get legs.

In the first few months, a low interest facade improvement program, work
with the City to reconstruct and improve Main Street and most notably the
creation of a town festival, Octoberfest (renamed Dozinky the next year).

There are many instances and examples in our history when our community
came together to solve an issue or problem. For me, | remember these years
as being one of the best examples that achieved long lasting results. | am
grateful for those who don’t hurry off but stay to explore the possibilities.

If you have an “open” building permit, call the
planning/zoning dept. at 952-758-1138 to have
your final inspection completed so related
permits can be closed.
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DOG LICENSE REMINDER

It is time to purchase your

annual dog license if you
own a dog in the City.
Failure to properly license
your dog is a violation of the
City Code. Licenses are
available at New Prague City
Hall. You are required to
show proof of your dog's
rabies vaccination and pay

$15 for a one-year tag. For
more information, please visit
the City of New Prague's
website, or you can pick up
information at City Hall.






