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Meeting Minutes 

New Prague Planning Commission 
 Wednesday, August 28, 2013 

 
 
 
 
1.  Call Meeting to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:32 p.m. by Planning Commission Chair Bob Gilman with the 
following members present: John Roos and Jay Nuhring.  Absent were Mark Bartusek and Dan 
Meyer.   
 
City Staff Present:  Ken Ondich – Planning Director 
 
2.  Approval of June 26, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes and July 16, 2013 Joint Meeting 
Minutes 
 
It was moved by Roos seconded by Nuhring, to approve the June 26, 2013 regular meeting minutes 
and July 16, 2013 joint meeting minutes as submitted.  Motion carried (3-0). 
 
3.  Old Business 
 

A. None. 
 
4.  New Business 
 

A. Zoning Ordinance Amendment Concept Review – Outdoor Patio Music 
 

Planning Director Ondich presented the concept staff report for a possible amendment to the 
Zoning Ordinance section regarding outdoor patios for restaurants and drinking 
establishments.  He stated that the original ordinance to allow outdoor patios for eating and 
drinking was established in early 2008 in response to changes to the indoor smoking law.  He 
stated that the ordinance has not been changed since it was adopted.  He stated that following 
the public hearing to establish patio regulations that a provision was added that stated no 
external music would be allowed.  He stated that in 2012 the City Council amended the 
nuisance ordinance which would allow music on outdoor patios until midnight if not for the 
complete prohibition noted in the zoning ordinance.  He stated that the City Council recently 
asked staff to look into drafting an ordinance amendment to allow some level of live or 
recorded music on outdoor patios.  He stated that staff contacted a number of cities and found 
no common approach was taken in that some cities simply allow their noise ordinance to 
limit the music on patios while some cities specifically limit certain decibels or hours.  He 
recommended that the Planning Commission discuss the possible amendment to allow some 
level of live or recorded music on outdoor patios which would be followed by a public 
hearing at the September meeting. 
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Commissioner Gilman stated that he could see having a 10PM end time for music on outdoor 
patios from Sunday through Thursday and maybe a later time on Fridays and Saturdays. 
 
Commissioner Roos stated that he didn’t believe any certain decibel level should be set as 
sometimes the frequency of the sound mattered more than the certain decibel level. 
 
Planning Director Ondich noted that the nuisance ordinance does reference Minnesota Rules 
for Obnoxious Noises which does have decibel level limits however the City does not have a 
decibel meter and would agree that the patio ordinance does not need its own decibel level 
limit. 
 
Commissioner Nuhring stated that he would like to see one time limit for all days of the week 
such as 10PM. 
 
Commissioner Roos stated that he does not see a need for music on patios until midnight. 
 
Commissioner Nuhring stated that he would believe that late night music should move 
indoors. 
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that the amendment would be only for the permanent 
outdoor patio areas and that special permits can still be given to allow temporary events with 
a different end time for music based on the new nuisance ordinance.   
 
The Planning Commission consensus was to have staff draft an amendment to the patio 
ordinance to allow live or recorded music until 10PM and to set a public hearing date of 
September 25, 2013 for the amendment.   

 
5.   Miscellaneous 
 

The following miscellaneous items were reviewed as information only: 
 

A. Monthly Business Update – Planning Director Ondich provided the Monthly Business 
update to the Planning Commission that had been provided to the EDA earlier in the 
month.   

B. Population Estimate Update – Planning Director Ondich provided the 2012 population 
estimates for the City as information noting that the estimated population included 7,378 
people and 2,727 households as of April 1, 2012.   

 
6.  Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Nuhring, seconded by Roos to adjourn the meeting at 6:57PM PM.  Motion 
carried (3-0). 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kenneth D. Ondich 
Planning Director 


