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Meeting Minutes 

New Prague Planning Commission 
 Wednesday, December 18, 2013 

 
 
 
 
1.  Call Meeting to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:34 p.m. by Planning Commission Chair Bob Gilman with the 
following members present: Jay Nuhring and Mark Bartusek.  Absent were John Roos and Dan 
Meyer (arrived at 6:40PM). 
 
City Staff Present:  Ken Ondich – Planning Director 
 
2.  Approval of October 23, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
It was moved by Bartusek, seconded by Nuhring, to approve the November 20, 2013 regular meeting 
minutes and as submitted.  Motion carried (3-0, Roos absent and Meyer had not yet arrived). 
 
3.  Old Business 
 

A. None. 
 
4.  New Business 
 

A. Conditional Use Permit #C3-2013 – Outdoor Patio for Eating/Drinking 
Michael Beach of R.A. Morton. 

 
Planning Director Ondich presented the staff report.  He stated that the applicant is in the 
process of major rehabilitation and renovation of the existing building at 212 W. Main Street 
and that a permit was recently applied for to remove an existing rear dining area and 
reconstruct it with a larger one level dining area and associated expanded outdoor patio area 
which was previously a much smaller outdoor patio area for many years.  He stated that they 
plan to provide for 16 tables and a total of 76 seats on the two levels of the patio area and that 
it would be enclosed by a brick fence of just over four feet tall and also would have a surface 
of brick pavers.  He stated that the property is zoned B-1 Central Business and that the 
outdoor patio for eating and drinking is listed as a Conditional Use in the district.  He also 
noted that off-street parking is not required for any use in the B-1 District and that the patio 
will be on the south side of the existing building and will be at least 200’ from the nearest 
residentially used property which is also located in the B-1 District.  He stated that the 
fencing meets all requirements except that a 4’ tall fence on its own does not prevent the free 
passage of beverages into and out of the patio area and that the applicant will install planters 
or other barrier to further separate the patrons from the fence area.  He stated that the 
proposed patio area meets all other requirements listed in the ordinance as proposed.  He 
stated that staff recommends approval of the conditional use permit request with the findings 
and conditions listed in the staff report. 
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The public hearing was opened at 6:46PM. 
 
No public comments received. 
 
The Public Hearing was closed at 6:47PM. 

 
A motion was made by Meyer, seconded by Bartusek, to recommend that the City 
Council approve Conditional Use Permit #C3-2013 to allow the construction of a patio 
for eating and drinking services, located at 212 W. Main Street, as proposed by Michael 
Beach of R.A. Morton with the following findings:  
 
A. The proposed patio area will not create an excessive burden on existing parks, 

schools, streets and other public facilities which serve or are proposed to serve the 
area, as the additional area will only accommodate outdoor seating. 

B. The proposed patio will be sufficiently compatible and separated by distance from 
adjacent residentially zoned or used land as it is separated by over 200’ to the nearest 
single family home to the south and all adjacent property is located in the B-1 Central 
Business District, including the homes located to the south. 

C. The proposed patio and site will have a vastly improved appearance over the existing 
area as it will be greatly upgraded with brick fencing and brick pavers which will not 
adversely affect adjacent residential properties. 

D. The proposed patio is reasonably related to the overall needs of the City and existing 
land use as the proposed patio is specifically listed as a Conditional Use in the B-1 
Central Business Zoning District and will be an expansion of an existing permitted 
business. 

E. The proposed patio is specifically listed as a Conditional Use in the B-1 District and 
therefore is consistent with the purposes of the zoning ordinance. 

F. The proposed patio is not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan of the City 
because it is located in the B-1 District in which patios are listed as a Conditional 
Use. 

G. The proposed patio will not cause traffic hazards or congestion as it provides only 16 
seasonally used tables and while no off-street parking is required for any uses in the 
B-1 district they do provide for 48 off-street parking spaces on the site. 

H. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and necessary facilities have been or will be 
provided as the recent and proposed parking lots areas upgraded the stormwater 
collection system on the site. 

 
And with the following conditions: 
 
1. Approval is subject to the site plans dated 11/27/13 on file with the New Prague 

Planning Department which complies with the requirements of Section 733 of the 
Zoning Ordinance noting the required addition of additional landscaping via planters 
or other buffer adjacent to the fence to help prevent the free passage of beverages out 
of the area. 

2. Requirements of the Building/Code Enforcement Official must be met including:  
a. Building Permits must be obtained as necessary. 
b. The patio area must have an emergency exit door which must be clearly marked. 
c. The exit signs must be illuminated at all times of operation. 
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d. The emergency exit door on the fence must have panic hardware on it if it is to be 
locked (such hardware should be clearly marked). 

e. There shall be an operational exit sign leading to the side door into the patio area. 
3. Before the Liquor License can be expanded to the proposed patio area, the following 

shall be completed: 
a. All of the requirements and improvements associated with this Conditional Use 

Permit #C3-2013 must be completed and approved by City Staff. 
b. The owner of the liquor license at 212 W. Main Street must provide evidence to 

the City that there is proof of insurance for the patio area. 
 
Motion carried (4-0).   

 
B. Discussion – Brewpubs, Micro-Breweries, Breweries and Taprooms 

 
Planning Director Ondich presented the staff report.  He stated that at the City Council 
meeting on December 16th that he had introduced the topic of possible code amendments to 
accommodate brewpubs, micro-breweries, breweries and taprooms was discussed based on a 
recent inquiry which staff believes may lead to a prospective project.  He stated that the City 
Council made a motion to refer the discussion and development of an ordinance amendment 
to the Planning Commission which is why the discussion was being started at the meeting 
tonight.  He asked the Planning Commission for input or ideas relating to the topic of 
brewpubs, microbreweries and breweries and noted that his initial thoughts were that 
brewpubs would likely be a permitted use in all commercial districts but that further 
discussion regarding breweries with taprooms will probably be the bigger part of the 
discussion.   
 
Commissioner Gilman stated that he had been to Brau Brothers Brewery in Marshall recently 
which was a brewery with a taproom and food service.  He stated it was locate in a former 
retail building in a commercial area. 
 
Commissioner Nuhring stated that he sees most breweries moving into old buildings and 
rehabbing them for their brewery use. 
 
Commissioner Gilman stated that Vine Park Brewing in St. Paul is a place where customers 
brew their beer and wine but that sometimes an odor can be detected outside the building. 
 
Commissioner Nuhring stated hat he had been to small brewery in Butte Montana called 
Quarry Brewing that is located on a main street with big windows that lets you see into the 
actual brewing area. 
 
Commissioner Meyer stated that in Eau Claire, Wisconsin that brew pubs such as 
Northwoods are common. 
 
Commissioner Gilman noted that Excelsior Brewing had a taproom.   He also noted that there 
was a downtown distillery in Missoula Montana, but that he could see issues related to fire, 
etc. in the downtown area. 
 
Planning Director Ondich asked the Planning Commission to forward any other suggestions 
or ideas to him prior to the January Planning Commission meeting to be incorporated into 
some draft language. 
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5.   Miscellaneous 
 

The following miscellaneous items were reviewed as information only: 
 

A. Monthly Business Update – Planning Director Ondich provided the Monthly Business 
update to the Planning Commission that had been provided to the EDA earlier in the 
month.   

 
6.  Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Bartusek, seconded by Meyer to adjourn the meeting at 7:04 PM.  Motion 
carried (4-0). 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kenneth D. Ondich 
Planning Director 


