Meeting Minutes
New Praque Planning Commission
Wednesday, March 27, 2013

1. Call Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Planning Commission Chair Bob Gilman with the
following members present: Dan Meyer and Jay Nuhring. Absent were John Roos and Mark
Bartusek.

City Staff Present: Ken Ondich — Planning Director
2. Approval of January 23, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes

It was moved by Nuhring seconded by Meyer to approve the February 27, 2013 regular meeting
minutes as submitted. Motion carried (3-0).

3. Old Business
A. None.
4. New Business
A. Historic Context Study — Kick Off Discussion

Planning Director Ondich stated that the City had recently been awarded a $7,000 grant from
the Minnesota Historical Society through the Minnesota Historical and Cultural Heritage
Grant Program. He stated that the grant allowed the City to hire a consultant to complete a
Historic Context Study of New Prague. He stated that attending the meeting tonight was Pat
Smith of Smith & Main, LLC who was awarded the project. He stated that Mr. Smith was in
attendance to give an overview of the project.

Pat Smith, Smith & Main LLC, stated that he has been a community planner for 14 years and
more recently has been working in the area of preservation planning. He stated that the
Historic Context study being completed at this time could lead to other historic preservation
projects such as a downtown building survey and a walking tour brochure update. He stated
that the Historic Context study is best described as a cross study of the history and geography
of New Prague and is shaped by historical people, stories and structures which used to exist
and still exist today. He stated that he is shooting to have the study completed by August of
2013 in hopes that the City can apply for another grant to complete a downtown building
survey. He stated that he could come give a final presentation to the Planning Commission in
the future. He stated that if any of the Planning Commissioners or residents had a local story
to share that it could be passed along to him. He stated that he is working with Dennis
Dvorak from the New Prague Historical Society as well as with assistance from Kay Wilcox.
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He also indicated that he had already checked some books out of the New Prague Memorial
Library including Greg Tikalsky’s history of New Prague.

Dan Meyer suggested that residents at the Mala Strana assisted living units might have some
good stories to share.

Jay Nuhring and Bob Gilman indicated that they were both a part of the Novak Barn
Foundation which was set up to save and preserve the Novak Bard that was located on 1°
Street SE just to the west of the ALCO store. They stated that the barn was recently
demolished but that the story of Dr. Novak was of great importance.

Planning Director Ondich stated that he had a copy of some information about the barn and
Dr. Novak that could be included in the historic context study that he would provide to Mr.
Smith.

Bob Gilman stated that he believed Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak had historical family
connection to the New Prague area and that one of the buildings downtown as the Rybak
name on it.

The Planning Commission thanked Mr. Smith for the information about the Historic Context
Study project.

5. Miscellaneous
The following miscellaneous items were reviewed as information only:

A. Monthly Business Update — Planning Director Ondich provided the Monthly Business
update to the Planning Commission that had been provided to the EDA earlier in the
month.

B. SCALE Education Workshop Reminder — April 1%, 5PM to 7PM — Planning Director
Ondich reminded the Planning commission about the SCALE Education Workshop that
would be taking place with the City Council, EDA and Planning Commission on April 1%
from 5PM to 7PM. He also reminded all Planning Commissioners that intend to attend to
RSVP no later than Thursday, March 28" to provide enough food for the attendees. Both
Bob Gilman and Jay Nuhring indicated they would be in attendance for the workshop.

6. Adjournment

A motion was made by Nuhring, seconded by Meyer to adjourn the meeting at 6:58 PM. Motion
carried (3-0).

Respectfully submitted,
A=D O

Kenneth D. Ondich
Planning Director
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