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Meeting Minutes 
New Prague Park Board 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014 
6:30 PM 

 
 
 
1.  Call Meeting to Order 
  
The regular meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Chair Maggie Bass.  Members 
present were Mike Sticha, Cortney Amundson, Amy Jirik, Chris Millard, Cory Magnuson 
and Marissa Kivi.  Absent was Dave Bruzek (arrived at 6:31PM).  Staff present was Ken 
Ondich – Planning Director. 
 
2.  Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Sticha, seconded by Amundson to approve the October 14, 2014 
regular meeting minutes.  Motion carried (6-0, Bruzek absent). 
 
3.  Review Financial Reports 
 
Planning Director Ondich presented the financial reports to the Park Board noting that 
during the month of October there was $541.70 added to the Park Equipment Fund from 
2 new residential home permits and that a total of 25 new home permits had been issued 
so far in 2014.   
 
A motion was made by Jirik, seconded by Millard to accept the financial reports as 
presented.  Motion carried (6-0, Bruzek absent). 
 
4.  Survey Discussion – S.H.I.P. Meeting – Josh Pearson, Region 9 
 
Josh Pearson of Region 9 was present at the meeting to discuss a trail survey that he had 
prepared for the City.  He went over all the questions in the draft survey and asked if the 
Park Board had any suggestions or comments.  He stated that the survey was meant to 
gather some of the same information that was obtained at the kick-off meeting that took 
place in October but to get a wider community perspective.  He stated that a question in 
the survey about top destinations for walkers and bikers was based on destinations 
identified during the kick-off meeting.  He stated that he wanted to keep the survey to no 
more than 15 questions and 3 pages so that it’s easy to fill out.  He stated that it would be 
distributed via city utility bills and could be filled out manually or via a surveymonkey 
link.  He stated that he would intend to get it out in December and then have the survey 
wrapped up at the end of January 2015.   
 
The Park Board asked that a question be added about walking and biking during certain 
seasons so the City has better data on how the trails are used year round.  It was also 
suggested to add as a barrier the option of selecting lack of signage.  It was also 
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suggested to ask if there are other places parents would have walk or bike to other than 
school.  The Park Board also asked what actionable items could come out of the survey. 
 
Mr. Pearson indicated that based on survey responses there could be areas targeted for 
funding such as providing for safer crossings or additional trail links.  He stated that some 
grants are available only if identified in plans.   
 
The Park Board consensus was to put out the survey with the revisions as discussed 
during the meeting.   
 
5.  Trap Shooting at Treatment Plant Ponds – Dennis Tietz 
 
Dennis Tietz and Paul Dietz from the New Prague Clay Target Club were in attendance 
to talk about their desire for a trap shooting range closer to New Prague for the New 
Prague High School Trap Team and New Prague Clay Target Club.  They stated that it is 
currently a club sport at the High School and is letter eligible.  They stated that 100 
students are expected to participate in the club in 2015 and that last year they had about 
15 female participants as well.  They stated that it is difficult for the student participants 
who range from 7th to 12th grade to get to the practice areas at the Horse and Hunt Club 
and the trap range in Montgomery.  They stated that there is growing interested for both 
high school kids and for the community in general with the high school season running 
from April to June but that they actually start a bit sooner by training indoors.  They 
noted that the New Prague and Montgomery program is a cooperative.  They noted that 
the lead from the shot goes into the pond or land at the trap shooting ranges and that it 
can be reclaimed by companies who might pay to remove it.   
 
Planning Director Ondich asked how much space was needed for a trap shooting range. 
 
Mr. Dietz stated that the clay travels up to 150’ and that the lead shot can go up to three 
times farther.  He stated that noise is probably the biggest issue for the range because of 
the constant firing which during use is from about 5:30PM to 8:00PM. 
 
Dave Bruzek asked if they had contacted any local farmers or other private property 
owners. 
 
Mr. Tietz indicated that they had not done that yet. 
 
Maggie Bass indicated that she has concerns with noise, particularly near the waste water 
treatment plant with many homes in the area. 
 
Mr. Dietz and Mr. Tietz asked if the 40 acre athletic complex land might be available or 
land at Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park. 
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that the City’s 40 acre athletic complex land is leased to 
a farmer for a three year time period.  He stated that concerning Cedar Lake Farm 
Regional Park they should contact Jenna Tuma at Three Rivers Park District. 
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The Park Board asked where students in the Jordan School District shoot. 
 
Mr. Tietz indicated that they shoot at the Minneapolis Gun Club.   
 
Dave Bruzek stated that he has spoken with other residents in the past who feel that the 
ponds by the waste water treatment plant are ideal for bird watching.  He stated that he is 
not in favor of trap shooting at the pond location and that it is probably better suited in 
another area outside of the city limits because of the noise and other related issues with 
residential uses. 
 
(Dave Bruzek excused himself from the meeting at this time.) 
 
Mr. Tietz stated that they appreciate the input and wanted to come to the meeting for 
ideas.  He also indicated that they are looking for indoor space and asked about the small 
garage by the entrance of the WWTP.   
 
Mike Sticha stated that trap shooting, along with all the other athletic associations should 
be involved with the larger discussion of athletic area needs.   
 
Mr. Dietz stated that they have a website which is found on the high school website under 
activities.  He also indicated that there is DNR money available for trap shooting. 
 
The Park Board thanked Mr. Tietz and Mr. Dietz for attending the meeting and would 
relay information to them on other potential sites or buildings for indoor training needs.   
 
6.  Future Athletic Complex Sign 
 
Planning Director Ondich stated that he wanted the Park Board to discuss the future of 
the “Future Athletic Complex” sign located on the City owned 40 acre parcel of land 
adjacent to TH13/21.  He stated that the sign was purchased and installed in 2004 in 
advance of the November 2004 referendum to complete an athletic complex on the site.  
He noted that the sign cost $2,030 and was paid for by the City from the City’s Park 
Dedication Funds.  He stated that the sign is starting to deteriorate and that the City has 
no plans to actually complete the complex at this time.   
 
The Park Board determined that the sign should remain until it deteriorates to the point of 
becoming an eyesore and to remove it at that time.   
 
7.  Miscellaneous 
 

a. “Lacrosse forming in New Prague” – New Prague Times Article – Planning 
Director Ondich stated that he included an article from the New Prague Times 
about the formation of an association for lacrosse in New Prague.  He stated that 
he provided the article just to make the Park Board aware of another potential user 
for field space.   
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b. Press Release for Settlers Park Trail – Planning Director Ondich stated that he 

attached the press release for the Settlers Park Trail ribbon cutting as information.   
 

c. Baseball Field Update – Mike Sticha stated that the Baseball Committee had 
attended the City Council meeting on Monday night and the City Council 
authorized I&S Group to complete some no cost planning work for potential field 
improvements.   
 

d. Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park – Planning Director Ondich handed out a copy 
of a powerpoint presentation regarding possible first phase improvements to be 
made to Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park in 2015. 

 
8.  Adjournment 
 
A motion was made by Bass, seconded by Sticha to adjourn the meeting at 7:36PM.  
Motion carried (6-0).   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Ken Ondich 
Planning Director 


