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MISSION: to support sustainable practices 
in the food stream through research, 
education, and collaboration.



Project 
Background¤

- Rachel initiated contact with the 
city in October 2022.

- Kyra applied for a grant from the 
county in December 2022. 

- Grant awarded spring 2023.

- BTI provides project support with 
marketing, education, and 
outreach. 

- Organics site scheduled to open in 
Fall 2023.



WHY FOOD WASTE?



STATISTICS

Á30-40% of the U.S. 
food supply is wasted at 
the retail and 
consumerlevels

Á133 billion pounds



ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT

Wasted food = 2.6% 
of U.S.greenhouse 
gasemissions

The decomposition of 
the food in landfills 
creates methane





WHAT HAPPENS TO 
FOOD IN 
LANDFILLS?

Modern landfills are made with 
numerous layers of clay and 
synthetic membranes to prevent 
the contents from leaching into 
nearby soil and groundwater. 

This means that organic waste 
in landfills is only going to 
decompose and create more 
methane due to the anaerobic 
environment. It will not produce 
any usable soil and will only 
continue to generate methane 
as it breaks down.



SOCIAL IMPACT

Á2.37 billion people are 
without food or unable to 
eat a heathy diet on a 
regular basis

Á1 in 12 households in 
Minnesota struggle with 
food insecurity

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC.

http://servingfoodsolutions.com/the-solutions/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


ECONOMIC IMPACT

ÁFood makes up 18% of landfill waste

Á$161 billion dollars in the U.S.

ÁThe average MN family of 4 could 

save $1200/year

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC.

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180818-israel-turns-west-bank-into-toxic-waste-dump/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


WHAT CAN I DO?

ÁReduce

ÁReuse

ÁRecycle 



I WISH I WAS THE PERSON I 
THOUGHT I COULD BE WHEN I 
BOUGHT ALL THIS PRODUCE



FDA-FOOD LOSS AND 
WASTE WEBSITE

ÁTips

ÁVideos

ÁFood safety sheets



SCOTT COUNTY 
ORGANICS RECYCLING 
PROGRAM

All sites are open to all residents 
of Scott County!

1. Jordan: City of Jordan 
Organics Recycling

2. Prior Lake: Buckingham

3. Savage: Suburban Waste 
Services

4. Shakopee: SMSC Organics 
Recycling Facility

5. New Prague: Coming Soon!
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New Prague Organics 
Drop-Off Site

Å1503 Columbus Ave. N. (East of 
NP High School)

ÅHours: Open 24/7 with key 
access

ÅFree for Scott and Le Sueur 
residents

ÅCity received grant funding to 
create the organics site

Å$25,000 from the Scott 
County Local Recycling 
Development Grant.



Acceptable Organics

New Prague Lakers Sanitary will pick up the 
organics waste weekly

ωOrganic waste dropped off at SMSC

Acceptable organics based on what SMSC 
takes

5ƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ōŀƎǎΦ ¦ǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘŀōƭŜ ōŀƎǎ 
or dump organics directly into the dumpster.

ωFree compostable bags on site



Organics Site vs. Yard Waste Site

ωONLY open to New Prague residents

ωNo key needed to access

ωOpen area to dump branches, leaves, 
and other yard waste.

Yard Waste Site

ωOnly Scott & Le Sueur Residents

ωNeeds a key for access

ωFenced in dumpster

Organics Site





FAQ®s
ÅWill it produce unwanted odors?

Å Not necessarily. Make sure your container has enough airflow and odor 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƻŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ƛƴ 
your freezer until you can drop it off. 

ÅWill it attract pests in my kitchen?

Å Not necessarily. Pests are attracted to odor, if you control the odor and 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎǘŜΣ ǇŜǎǘǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ

ÅWhat kind of container should I use?

Å Anything you have on hand such as an empty ice cream bucket, paper 
grocery bag, a bowl, etc. Just make sure that you cover an open 
container with a towel and not a tight-fitting lid. 

Å Do I have to use a bag/liner? 

Å Nope. The liner just helps keep your container clean. 

ÅWhat if I already compost in my backyard? 

Å Great! Keep it up but remember that you can compost more in an 
industrial facility than you can in your backyard. So, bring your meat, 
dairy, and certified compostable plastics to the drop-off site.

ÅWill the finished compost be available for my use?

Å Yes, you will be able to purchase the finished compost at the SMSC 
Organics Recycling Facility in Shakopee. Visit their website for more 
information and pricing. www.smscorf.com


